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U.S. ARMY SPECIAL OPERATIONS 

IN AFGHANISTAN 
by Charles H. Briscoe, Richard L. Kiper, 
James A. Schroder, and Ka/ev I. Sepp 

This book chronicles the "boots on the 
ground" actions by U.S. 
Army Special Operations 
Command from Sept. 11, 
2001, until May 15, 2002. 
The authors' mission 
was clear: to write an 
account of what Army 
SpecOps soldiers did in 
Afghanistan during those 
first critical months and 

to make the book easy for the American 
public to understand. B 1/2x11, softcover, 
photos, illus., 434 pp. #SOAFG $40.00 

LONG-TERM SURVIVAL 
IN THE COMING DARK AGE 

Preparing to Live after Society Crumbles 
by James Ballou 

foreword by Ragnar Benson 
If you suddenly needed 
to be completely self­
sufficient, could you do 
it? From assembling a 
survival workshop to 
bartering for supplies, 
James Ballou teaches 
you the essential skills 
to prepare you for the 

future. Learn what you need to collect now 
and what will be priceless later. B 1/2 x 11, 
softcover, photos, illus., 132 pp. #lTS $22.00 

CONTEMPORARY KNIFE TARGETING 
Modern Science vs. 

W.E. Falrbairn's Timetable of Death 
by Christopher Grosz & Michael Janich 
~---~ This critical analysis and 

update of W.E. Fairbaim's 
famous knife targeting 
data is sure to revolution­
ize edged-weapon tac­
tics. Learn the real pur­
pose behind Fairbaim's 
timetable, plus get a 

'--" ...... -.:......__--' complete list of vulnera­
ble targets on the human body and a crash 
course In modern knife targeting for effec­
tive self-defense. 5 1 /2 x 8 1 /2, softcover, 
photos, 152 pp. #CONT.Kl' $24.95 

SCIENTIFIC SELF-DEFENCE 
by W.E. Falrllalm 

This highly sought, legendary hand-to-hand 
combat manual is finally available again. 

SCIENTIFIC W.E. Fairbaim's tech-
SEl.f.DEfENCE niques for dealing with 

armed assailants, 
defending against 
holds, using the club 
and walking stick for 
self-defense and other 
areas of close-in fight-

1111-!!ll::JLll!~ Ing have had an 
extraonlln8ly influence on the development 
of the combat arts. 5112 x 8 112, softcover, 
photos, 182 pp. #SSD $28.00 

RESPONSE CODE: SF97 

ALL ROADS LEAD TO BAGHDAD 
Army Special Operations Forces in Iraq 

Here is a focused picture of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom from March to July 2003 with rivet­
ing combat accounts from the individual sol­

diers who were doing 
the fighting. To ensure 
accuracy in their report­
ing, the authors (U.S. 
Army Spec-Ops 
Command historians) 
received unparalleled 
access to classified doc­
uments and personal 
accounts from soldiers 

on the battlefield. Now available to the public 
for the first time. 6 x 9, softcover, color pho­
tos, illus. & maps, 552 pp. #ROADS $45.00 

THE COVERT BUG BOOK 
How to Find Eavesdropping Devices 

and Stop Them Dead 
by Norbert Zaenglein 

The Covert Bug Book shows you how to 

~ 
BOOK 
-~--.....__ ---

assess your security 
level, identify likely "hot 
spots" for eavesdrop­
ping and locate or neu­
tralize hidden cameras, 
transmitters, phone 
taps, video cameras, 
infrared and laser trans­
mitters, and a host of 

other legal and illegal electronic devices. 5 
1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover, photos, illus., 156 pp. 
#CBB $18.00 

HIT OR MYTH, REVISED AND UPDATED 
An Analysis of Target Systems for 

Practical Training in Defensive Shooting 
by Louis Awerbuck 

~-(;i;l When Hit or Myth was 
published in 1990, it was 
hailed as a breakthrough 
in practical firearms 
training. In this updated 
edition, Awerbuck teach­
es the latest techniques, 

•'::7"'...;.:rr,!;- equipment, drills and 
..:........-....:::.. concepts for defining 

.__ ____ _, vital zones on targets, 
shooting more accurately on the move, 
equipping and training for low-light encoun­
ters and much more. 5 1 /2 x 8 1 /2, softcover, 
photos, 84 pp. #MY1H2 $14.00 

DEFENDU 
by W.E. FalrlJaim; foreworrJ by Kelly McCann 
W.E. Fairbairn's classic manual on close­
quarters combat is finally available in a 

quality reprint edition, 
with an exclusive fore­
word by Kelly McCann. 
Originally published in 
1926, the book was the 
first to present 
Fairbairn's hard-core 
system of close-in fight­

~;......~.;,:._;.........1 ing under the name by 
which It became legendary among students 
of hand-to-hand combat. 7 x 1 o, softcover. 
photos, 178 pp. #DEFENDU $25.00 

ORDER BY MAIL: 

THE LONG-RANGE WAR 
Sniping in Vietnam 
by Peter R. Senich 

This book focuses on a significant 
aspect of modern military history: the 
~----~ U.S. Army sniper 

program during 
Vietnam, the field­
ing of the XM21 
sniper rifle and the 
Adjustable Ranging 
Telescope, and the 
combat application 

........ .....__._ _ __, of sound suppres-
sion devices for 

rifles and carbines. B 1/2 x 11 , softcov-
er, photos, 280 pp. #LRW.2 $45.00 

COUNTERINSURGENCY 
by Lt. Gen. David Petraeus 
and Lt. Gen. James Amos 

The current U.S. military manual describes 
methods and principles that can be 

applied to counter­
insurgency operations 
anywhere. Includes 

..,... extensive coverage of 
events in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, but many 
of the examples refer 
to other insurgencies 
throughout history 

(e.g., IRA, Bolsheviks, Vietnam) to illustrate 
key points. 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, illus., 
284 pp. #COIN $35.00 

LIVING WITH THE AR-15 
The Complete Gulde to the World's Most 

Versatile Rifle for Civilians 
by Robert H. Boatman 

The AR-15 is the ideal 
general-purpose rifle -
easily configured for 
home and community 
defense, hunting, 
varmint shooting and 
target shooting. It's an 
easy gun to handle 
and shoot, perfect for 

women and children, with advanced capa­
bilities to satisfy the most expert rifleman. 
8 1/2 x 11 , softcover, photos, BB pp. 
#LAR15 $15.00 

KILL OR GET KILLED 
1943 Edition 

by Maj. Rex Applegate 
Kill or Get Killed is considered one of the 
.---- --.., most influential books on 

close-quarters combat 
ever published, but few 
readers have had the 
opportunity to study the 
rare original 1943 edition 
published during World 
War II. Now, serious stu­
dents of the evolution of 
modem batttefield skills 

have a source for this combat classic -
Paladin Press. 5 112 x 81/2, softcover, pho-
tos, 186 pp. llKOGK.43 $20.00 

ORDER ONLINE: 

THE ULTIMATE SNIPER 
An Advanced Training Manual for Military 
and Police Snipers, Updated & Expanded 

by Maj. John L. Plaster (USAR, Ret.) 
John Plaster's classic book has been updated 
~- _ _ and expanded for 21st-

s™ R century military and 
.:.~IfE~ police snipers. Includes 

the latest info on sniper 
rifies, scopes, ammo and 
gear; combat tactics and 
"lessons learned" from 
Afghanistan and Iraq; 
ballistics and trajectory 
data; sniper training pro­

grams; and more. B 1 /2 x 11, softcover, 
photos, illus., 584 pp. #ULTl.2 $49.95 

SURVIVAL DRMNG 
Staying Alive on the World's Most 

Dangerous Roads 
by Robert H. Deatherage Jr. 

Using his 20+ years of antiterrorism experi­
ence in Special Forces 
and the private sector, 
Deatherage teaches 
you how to drive like a 
pro in high-risk areas. 
Learn how to reinforce 
your vehicle; execute 
evasive maneuvers; 
react instantly to an 
JED, ramming or drive­

by shooting and more. 8 1 /2 x 11, softcover, 
photos, illus., 160 pp. #S.ORIVE $22.00 

THE OFFICIAL SOVIET RPG MANUAL 
translated by 

Maj. James F. Gebhardt (Ret) 
The Soviet RPG-7 is one of the deadliest 

---------
weapons in the insur­
gent arsenal in Iraq. In 
this exclusive transla­
tion of the original 
Soviet military instruc­
tion manuals, James 

--·--· Gebhardt presents the 
----·- maintenance and oper-

ational information for 
the RPG-2 and the RPG-7. A must for anyone 
Interested in military operations past, pres­
ent and future. B 1 /2 x 11 , softcover, illus., 
142 pp. #RPG $20.00 

CHARLES NELSON'S 
SCHOOL OF SELF-DEFENSE 

The Red and Gray Manuals 
by Charles Nelson; foreword by Carl Cestari 

Charles Nelson's red and 
gray manuals taught gen­
erations of men, women 
and children how to 
defend themselves. Now 
the manuals have been 
combined to offer a com­
prehensive picture of his 
system of self-defense. 

Includes a foreword by pupil Carl Cestari and 
photos from Nelson's Ille. 5 112 x 8 1/2, soft-
cover, photos, 102 pp. #116.MAN $15.00 
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ENOUGH TO GAG 
,A MAGGOT 
Enough to gag a maggot. That's my take 

on the Marine Corps effort to hang out to 
dry members of Kilo Company, 3rd Bn, 
1st Marine Regiment, who are being 
keel-hauled for allegedly shooting 24 
"innocent" civilians on 19 November 
2005. 

I've watched this kangaroo-court-in­
the-mainstream-media for months in 
conjunction with SOF contributing 
reporter Nat Helms, Navy Cross recipi­
ent, who also is the author of the best­
selling war story, My Men Are My Heroes, 
which is the saga of Marine First 
Sergeant Brad Kasel, who earned the 
nations second highest award for valor 
in a bloody shoot-out in Fallujah. 
SOF has not published anything on the 

Haditha screw-up. 
But now it is time to speak out! 

Just recently, in a column in 
NewsMax.com, Phil Brennan, former 
Marine and star reporter for News­
Max.com, detailed how until the middle 
of June, the Naval Criminal Investigative 
Service had withheld exculpatory evi­
dence that appears in eight hours of 
taped testimony provided by the then 
Battalion S-2, Cpt. Jeffery Dinsmore, that 
up to now had been classified. Brennan's 
column revealed the following: 

1. Marine intel in advance of the 
Haditha shootout, revealed that it was 
known that an insurgent ambush was 
planned for that day; 

2. Though details of the ambush were 
not known, it was known that 20 insur­
gents would take part and that a white 
car would play an important role in the 
ambush; 

3. This info was made available to the 
troops of Kilo Company, including Sgt. 
Frank Wuterich, who has been charged 
with murdering the occupants of a 
white car that arrived on scene after 
the !ED explosion that killed one 
Marine. The evidence will show that he 
acted appropriately when he lit up the 
vehicle's passengers; 

4. The mainstream media reports that 
24 innocent civilians were killed, but 
intel documents indicate that four of 
the five in the white car killed byWute­
rich, plus four others, were insurgents; 

5. THE INSURGENTS WHOSE COMMU­
NICATIONS HAD BEEN INTERCEPTED 
(WHICH REVEALED THE PLANNED 
AMBUSH), were the SAME TWO MEN 
who were the sources of the Time mag­
azine story that resulted in the charges 
being brought against the Marines! 

The mainstream media comes out of 
this travesty with two black eyes. Helms 
developed many close contacts with the 
Marines of the 3rd Battalion, 1st Marine 
Regiment, who provided him with 
unparallel insights into the whole 
Haditha fiasco. Helms for months 
attempted to interest the New York 
Times, the New Yorker, the Washington 
Post, and others in the fact that the two 
Iraqis who provided the "incriminating" 
tapes to Tim McGirk of Time had been 
identified as insurgents through the 
monitoring of their cell phones by 
Marine intel. They, were interested in 
picking his mind but refused to publish 
his well-documented article. 

Helms points out that Ellen Kickmeyer, 
who took the word of a so-called "Iraqi 
witness" from Haditha reported that the 
men in the white cab "happened on the 
scene inadvertently". Media reports 
characterized the four men as "college 
students" on their way to school. Not 
surprisingly, there have been no "clarifi­
cations" or "retractions" regarding this 
travesty. Nor do I expect to see any from 
the main stream media, even though 
careers of Marines risking their lives 
have been ruined and the reputation of 
the Corps besmirched. 

This certainly is not the finest hour of 
those in the Marine Corps chain-of-com­
mand who have allowed this insidious 
farce to proceed. 
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SOF SEEKING TIM 

~ BUSKELL OR Spc. Jona­
t;MJI thon Kephart's family. 
/ft' In an electronic glitch, 

tt ~ their emails were delet-
ed. Please contact us. 

Tai Afar Tally 
I read with interest Tim Buskell's 

article on his mission in Tal Afar in 
your May edition. A couple of state­
ments need a little adjustment in 
my opinion: It was Tim's command 
that dictated his mission, not me. I 
was only a facilitator. Tim's team 
was chosen by his commander 
because they were trained, as 
snipers, to work independently and 
exercise good judgment. While I 
had no authority or say in this 
selection, I concurred with it. 

Tim's team's mission was the 
comer stone of an overall plan 
which in the end provided the 
coalition and Iraqi Security Forces 
with 40 - 50 % of the popular sup­
port of the civilians in the highly 
contested city of Tal Afar. There 

Wrong Fortress 
You misidentified the B-17 

Flying Fortress as a "Superfor­
tress," when shown on Page 66 
of the August issue, flying in 
formation with a B-52 Strato­
fortress . The Superfortress was 
the B-29. 

Jerry Gilmore (USAF, retired) 

Oops. And mea culpa. These big 
birds tend to look the same to a 
grunt looking up ... For compari­
son, here is the last airworthy B-17 
Flying Fortress in the UK, on a run 
over the Cambridge American 
Military Cemetery (DoD photo by 
Amn. Jessica Struble USAF); a B-
29 Superfortress on a bomb run 
over Korea in 1951 (DoD photo 
courtesy Air and Space Museum; 
and a B-52 Stratofortress taking off 
from Edwards AFB with two 
engines running on an experimen­
tal natural gas-based fuel (USAF 
photo by Chad Bellay). 

SOF solicits your letters by e-mail: editorsof@aol.com; snail-mail: 5735 E. 
Arapahoe Ave., Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 80303-1340; or Fax: 303-444-5617. 
Lashes, laurels, comments, helpful information, questions are welcome. 

was a lot of planning which went 
into this mission to ensure that 
Tim had a QRF within minutes of 
his location and also air support 
only minutes away. Tim's team per­
formed the mission flawlessly in 
my opinion, and accomplished 
exactly what the command desired 
and I don't think Tim knows how 
important it was to the end state of 
his unit's mission in Tal Afar. I 
thank Tim for using only my pseu -
donym in the article and I ask that 
the staff of Soldier of Fortune mag­
azine will also respect my privacy. I 
hope Tim and all the members of 
his element are having great suc­
cess in their lives. 

Sincerely, 
Rover 

U.S.S. Conway 

My ship the U.S.S. Conway - DDE 
507 - went into the Bay of Pigs on 
the night of April 19, 1961. We 
picked up about 20 to 30 Brigadistas 
that where swimming out to us. 

Many were wounded. We put a 

8-17 

B-29 

small boat into the water and wen t 
in after them. Some of us jumped 
into the Sea to help pull them out. 

When we had them on board and 
could find no more we pulled out of 
the area and headed to Guantana­
mo Bay. 

These were brave men and every 
sailor on my small ship did all we 
could for them. We felt so angry at 
our government. We were right 
there with a fleet of ships and 
planes and could have blasted the 
Commies to hell if only we were 
given the OK. 

Armando Triana, Pelayo Garcia, 
Manuel Vasconcelos, Jgse Aguila ... 
these are some of the names of the 
brave Cubans who I remember 
from that night so long ago. I was 
only 18 years old and from that 
night on I became a supporter of 
everything Anti-Castro. 

The government of the United 
States betrayed the people of Cuba 
on April 17th, 1961. 

The American and Cuban people 
are still paying for that betrayal. 
Viva Cuba Libre!! Abaja el Castro­
comunismo asqueroso! 

Henry Agueros 

I flew F4s in the 432nd Tac 
Fighter Reconnaissance Wing at 
Udom, RAFE from June, 1972 
through July, 1973. As many of you 
know, I flew during both Linebacker 
campaigns, when we took heavy 
losses and left many of my buddies 
behind in POW camps or officially 
"missing." 

Four of our Wing squadrons were 
comprised of F4 fighters, but one 
was a recce squadron, hence the 
name "Reece Wing" instead of Tac 
Fighter Wing. During the last few 
months of my tour, I flew escort 
missions with the recce F4s. Once 
per week a photo recce mission 
would fly over three major Pathet 
Lao bases, including one at Sam 
Neua. I did not see the pictures, but 
the pilots and intelligence people 
advised me over and over again 
that the mission was "to count 
noses" of round-eyes looking up 
from inside POW camps in that 
country. The count was 356 when I 

continued on page 34 
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BtJI.Ji't1Ir 1 llOARD 

Atta Boy, Texas! 

Lt. Gen. Ray Odierno, center, 
Commander of Multi­
National Corps - Iraq, 
inspects Zaganiyah Patrol 
Base with 1 SG Royce 
Manis, right, of the 5th 
Squadron, 73rd Cav 
Regiment. The general 
was visiting newly estab­
lished bases to answer 
questions and thank the 
troops for their service. 
Photo: DoD by Sgt. 
Jessica Kent, USMC 

If These Statistics Are 
Accurate .... 

Regardless of where you stand on 
the issue of the U.S. involvement in 
Iraq, here's a sobering statistic. 

There has been a monthly aver­
age of 160,000 troops in the Iraq 
theatre of operations during the 
last 22 months, and a total of 2,867 
deaths (when these stats were 
compiled). 

That gives a firearm death rate of 
60 per 100,000 soldiers. 

The firearm death rate in 
Washington D.C. is 80.6 
per 100,000 persons for the 
same period. 

That means that you are 
about 25% more likely to 
be shot and killed in the 
U.S. Capital than you are 
in Iraq. 

Conclusion: The U.S. 
li!llilllJJ should pull out of 

- Washington. 

Go Here: 
We get constant 

The State of Texas has 
passed three laws of sig­
nificance to gun owners 
and decent people every­
where: HB 220 allows con­
cealed weapons in the 
parking lots controlled by 
employers that otherwise 
prohibit them in other 
company areas. That way, 
employees can arm 
themselves as soon as 
they get in their cars at 
the end of the day and 
thus not be compelled to 

An Iraqi Army soldier assigned to the 3rd Bn, 2nd Brigade, 
6th Division readies his Tabuk assault rifle during a raid in 
Sadr Cty, in Baghdad dl!lring Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
Based on ther AKM, the Tabuk rifle is produced in Iraq. 
Photo: DoD by SPC Gui A. Alisan, USA 

requests for people want­
ing to link up with other 
good people who want to 
support our troops. Here's 
an outfit, now going into 
its 4th year of volunteer 
service, that we can rec-

drive to and from worl{, unarmed. 
SB112 prohibits seizure, by any 

unit of government, of lawfully 
owned weapons, even during 
"emergencies." 

SB384 eliminates a "duty" for 
anyone to "retreat" from criminal 
assault when in any place they oth­
erwise have a right to be. It also 
shields citizens from civil liability 
when they practice legitimate self­
defense. 

Home Defense 101 
'IWo illegal aliens, Ralpnel Resin­

dez 23 and Enric0 Garza 26, proba­
bly believe they would e;isify o~er­
power a home-alone 11-year-old 
Patricia Harrington after her father 
had left their two-story home. 

The two crooks did not consider, 
however, th at they were in Mon­
tana and that Patricia had been a 

clay-shooting champion since she 
was nine. Miss Harrington was in 
her upstairs room wlien the two 
men broke through the fro nti door 
of the house. She qMicl{ y ranJ!o her 
father's room ana grabbed his 12-
gauge Mossberg 500. 

Resindez was the first to get up 
to the second floor, only to be the 
first to catch a blast of buckshot, 
suffering fatal wounds to his 
abdomen and genitals. When 
Garza ran to the foot of the stairs, 
he took a blast to the left shoulder 
and staggered out into the street 
where he bled to death before med­

ommend as one that is 
totally honest and caring- and that 
passes on every penny or parcel of 
aid to the troops. They are all vol­
unteers and put more than their 
time into the effort, and they have 
touched many thousands of GI's in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. All donations 
are tax-deductible, every shred of it 
goes to the troops: How good does 
it get? 

It's easy! Go to: www.soldiersup­
pm;:t.net an cl check 'em out. 

ical help could arrive. 
It turns om that Re-sin __..,,,, as 

armed with a stole·Fl .45 caliber 
handgun he to0k fro.:m· another 
home-invasion robbery, herein 
the victim, 50-year-old David 
Burien, was killed with multiple 
stab wounds to the chest. 

Poll: 1 in 4 OK With 
Homicide Bombings 
Ag!linst 

'""""'"=~=--~-= ~IJ!Lng tQ4 poll by the Pew 
- Re-searc Center, among America's 

younger Muslims, 26 percent say 
homicide bombings can at least 
rarely be justified "in order to 
d~end Islam from its enemies." 

continued on page 66 
~ .... 
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30 Round 
Steel AK Mags 
7.62x39mm ........ $14.95 

-=-~ ~-~ ---- ·- --.... 

Five or more . .. ... .. ....... each $12.95 

New Bulgarian 30 Round Polymer Waffle Mags 
7.62x39 .. 4-563 $21.95 - 2 or more. each $19.95 
Ten or more . ......... ... .. each $17.95 

AK Side Rail Mount 
Black matte finish, takes Weaver rings. 

l!!I• J&Ci Price ... 6-352 $29.95 
AK Top Mount and Rings ... 6-166 $19.95 
4x30 Scope, Mount & Rings .. 6-241 $29.95 

Romanian AK Bayonet ~li!lllEB:>i. 
With scabbard and frog. 
J&G Price .... . ..... 7-1616 $19.95 $14 95 
Two or more ...... .......... each 1 

7.62x54R Caliber 

Russian Mosin M44 Carbine 
C&R Eligible, arsenal refinished, in very good to excellent 
condition, with bayonet and accessories. $79 95 
Add S 10.00 tor Hand Select ........ 15-923 1 

Mosin-Nagant Scope Mount 
With 1" rings, Bent Bolt Conversion Kit, drill bits and 
taps. Requires drilling and tapping . .. 6-682 $44.95 

7.82x39mm Sami·Auto 

Romanian AK-47 
With bayonet, bayonet lug, slant cut muzzle 
brake, high capacity magazine, and accessories 

J&G Price . . . . .... 15-1126 $329.95 
Romanian 

AK-47 Parts Kit 
Less receiver and magazine. 
Includes barrel, fixed wood 
stock and handguards, trunion, 
trigger, bolt, bolt carrier and 
most small internals. All NFA 

i....;:_._ _____ _. rules apply. No FFL recuired. 

J&Ci Price .... . ... 7-1634 $99.95 
Windage & Elevation Sight Adjustment Tool 
Fits AK and SKS . . ... : : : 7~293 .$9~~! $7,95 

Very good to excellent, with bayonet and accessories. 
Choice of arsenal/year available, call for price. $74 95 
Add S 1 0.00 tor Hand Select. ....... 1 5-86 1 

Russian Mosin M91/30 7.62x54R 
Hex Receiver! C&R Eligible, arsenal refinished, very 
good to excellent condition, with bayonet and accessories. 
Choice of arsenal/year available, call for price. $89 95 
Add S 10.00 tor Hand Select ..... .. 15-1492 1 

I 
.3N8 Caliber Greek 
on 8 Roud Garand CUps 
150 Grain FMJ Ml Ball • Brass Case 

Non-Corrosive • Boxer Primed 
480 rounds .. 5-1367 $149.90 - 960 rounds .. $279.94 
1,920 rounds . ... $259.20 per 960 rounds 

.30-06 Caliber Greek M2 Ball 
In 20 Round Boxes • 150 Grain FMJ 

Non-Corrosive • Boxer Primed • Brass Case 
500 rounds ............... ... 5-780 $139.95 
1,000 rounds . $249.90 

Rassian ;;~~;l'.~!!ili(l 
Ml895 
7.62 Nagant Revolver 
Curio & Relic eligible! 
With 4 inch barrel, blue finish, checkered grips. 
Comes with landyard and holster. In very good 
to excellent condition, add $1 O for Hand Select. 
J&G Price ....... . .. .. 25-355 $89.95 $79 95 Two or more . ................... each 1 

7 .62 Nagant 98 Grain, Non-Corrosive, Boxer, Brass Case 
50 rounds .. 5-1383 $25.95 - 250 rounds . $114.95 

.45 ACP AguUa 
230 Grain FMJ • Brass case 

Brass Case 
Non-Corrosive 
Boxer Primed 

250 rounds . ... ..... .... . . 5-35 $48.75 
500 rounds ........ . .............. $89.95 
1,000 rounds ............. . .. .. .. $175.00 
115 Grain FMJ • Steel case • Non-Corrosive 

500 rounds ................. 5-1 364 $72.50 
1,000 rounds. . . . . . . .. .. $135.00 



Rock Bill. S.O. SWAT Bones 
Sniper Skills l'or Ur•an Warfare 

Text and Photos by Lance Cpl. Christopher Lyttle, II MEF 

Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune -
Marine graduates of the Scout 
Sniper Basic Course, along with 
Special Weapons and Tactics offi­
cers from Rock Hill, S.C., improved 
their combat capabilities in a 
three-week Urban Sniper Training 
Course at Stone Bay, with Special 
Operations Training Group, II 
Marine Expeditionary Force. 

"The overall focus of the course is 
to get shooters to fire to the capa­
bilities of their weapons systems," 
said Sgt. Travis Toney, Urban Sniper 
Course lead instructor, SOTG, II 
MEF. "We also train students to 
achieve instant incapacitation of an 
enemy in a combat situation." The 
course helps snipers develop con­
trol and accuracy in firing and han­
dling several weapons systems, 
including the M40A3 sniper rifle, in 
an urban warfare environment. 

Toney described key parts of the 
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Rock Hill, S.C. Special Weapons and 
Tactics team members Will Rivera 
(left) and Tony Breeden practice 
command drills during an Urban 
Sniper Course with Special 
Operations Training Group, II Marine 
Expeditionary Force. Rifle stocks 
are the Choate Ultimate Sniper 
stock, designed by John Plaster 





course 
Marine and law 
enforcement 
snipers alike, to 
expand on their 
skills previous­
ly learned in 
sniper school: 
"In week one, 
the course 
started with 
shooters 
attaining a zero 
with their rifle. 
This [calibra­
tion] assures 
their point of 
aim is matched 
with their point 
of impact on a 
target," Toney 
said. 

Each day, the 
weapon must 
be adjusted to 
the correct 
zero. Cpl. Eric 
Rue, Urban Sniper_Course instruc­
tor, describes the most important 
shot of each training day - the 
cold-bore shot: "A clean rifle may 
contain solvents in the barrel, and 
the first shot will always differ 
from the rest after the barrel has 
built up carbon and copper 
residue," Rue said. "Every training 

day, snipers will collect data from a 
cold bore shot. We put the biggest 
emphasis on it because a sniper's 
first shot is his most important." 

The T-Box 
During their training and for 

combat purposes, the importance 
of the cold bore shot involves an 
accurate hit in a silhouette target's 
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T-box, which is a sketch of 
an enemy combatant's 
face, with an outlined T­
shaped section. Toney 
noted that a round strik­
ing an enemy's lower 
brainstem through the T­
box will end all bodily 
functions, including vol­
untary and involuntary 
motor skills, eliminating 
the threat. 

After a cold bore shot, 
color-dot drills are per­
formed, which consist of 
multiple targets that 
shooters engage on their 
own silhouette. 

"Color-dot drills get the 
shooter's mind set on 
looking for color targets, 
emphasizing a common 
trend for shooting multi­
ple threats. Each drill is 
conducted with five 
rounds fired in 12 sec-

In week 
two, color­
dot drills 
are com­
bined with 
command 
drills, 
enabling 
shooters to 
fire upon 
an instruc­
tor's com­
mand. "A 
team coor­
dinates on 
assigned 
numbers," 
Rue said. 
"Each num­
ber corre­
sponds to 
an action 
performed 
by mem­
bers of a 
crisis team 
to create a 
deliberate 

assault on a key target." 
Commands given during the drill 

require close attention from shoot­
ers. For realism, they lay in a prone 
position wearing a full combat 
load. As they prepare to fire from 
100, then 200 yards, preparatory 
commands are recited. Shooters 
will hear a repeated, "I have con­
continued on page 41 
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There is good reason 
that all Army troops 
first go through basic 
infantry training before 
they go on to special­
ized schools, many of 
which are to prepare 
them for "support" mis­
sions. The reason is 

DEATH-DEALING DOUBLE­

CLUTCHERS DRIVE BACK 

because it mounted 
a Mk 19 40mm auto 
grenade launcher. 
Noble relayed the 
message that th e 
platoon sergeant 
said he did not want 
to risk the lives of INSURGENT ATTACK, PART II 

by Richard E. Killblane his soldiers since it 
that in war, "support" 
troops such as signal, 
transportation, quarter-

Photos Courtesy Capt. James McCormick 
was the responsibili­
ty of the QRF to 

master and so on wi11 often have to fight 
as infantry, either to accomplish their 
support mission or to aid infantry. With 
the war in Iraq, even blue-water Navy 
and Air Force troops are going through 
newly designed combat schools. 

And this infantry training and 
imbued fighting spirit has stood them 
in good stead. The action at hand 
involves mobilized National Guard 
transportation corps troops of the 
1487th Medium Truck Company who 
took the fight to the enemy and pre­
vailed in an action that would have 
made any infantry commander proud. 

The best measure of heroism is to 
listen closely to the stories soldiers tell 
about others. The best of these stories 
tend to take on lives of their own and 
grow into legend. Probably the best 
flattery to any hero is when others 
claim credit for having participated in 
the same action. For truck drivers in 

Iraq, one of the greater stories of hero­
ism occurred on 11 April 2004 when 
truck drivers beat back an insurgent 
attack on the south wall of Baghdad 
International Airport, more commonly 
known as BIAP. 

Last Month 2LT James McCormick 
and a crew of volunteers from the 
1487th were geared up and ready to go 
when insurgents tried to breach the 
wall at BIAP with a force of approxi­
mately 40, including crew-served 
weapons such as mortars. They 
responded immediately and returned 
fire - but did not know they would 
have to go it largely alone. 

McCormick asked the men in the 
tower to call for air support since 
BIAP was an airfield. The soldiers 
told him that air support was not 
needed. The lieutenant then in­
structed Noble to call 3rd Platoon , 
1487 for their 5-ton gun truck 
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defend the wall. Mc­
Cormick responded, "I guess we're 
on our own" Later the five-ton did 
drive up but this was after the fight 
was over and too late to make the 
impact that Lt. McCormick h ad 
hoped for. 

SPC Alan Dumont and Adam 
Houck h ad just finished eating 
lunch and not two steps out the 
door he and Dumont heard a .50 
firing like mad and they knew a 
fight was on. They sprinted to the 
"Eve," which was parked with other 
gun trucks in their own area near 
the dining facility. While getting in 
the gun truck, they saw SSG Brian 
Torres, SPC Chris Marion, SGT Josh 
Frey, SPC Jason Bollman, and SPC 
Slawomir Tarowski, Jack Marticic, 
Jason Bollman, and Mike Maki­
lowski putting their battle rattle 
on. Houck looked back and asked 
Dumont where he wanted the gun 





truck. He was wondering, "How 
the hell am I gonna engage these 
guys." Dumont told him, "Put me 
100 meters from the wall." That 
way he was far enough back to 
shoot over the wall. So Houck 
pulled the Eve up 100 meters 
behind and to the left of the Zebra. 

Not a minute after halting, the 
others came running up to the gun 
truck. These were the same men 
who courageously went out the 
gate with the Eve on Friday. The 
funny thing was that they were 
wearing their PT uniforms during 
this fight. 

Dumont yelled at the Zebra crew 
on the ramp to spot for his Mk-19 
grenade launcher. McCormick 
yelled back, "They're everywhere! 

McCormick's driver Bryan Noble 
gives a thumbs up by a shot-up 
windshield. Sadr militia's marks­
manship was up to the job - their 
weapon, thankfully, was not. 

Get that Mark 19 going." So 
Dumont started firing the Mk19 in 
a standard suppressive array, left to 
right. The field in front of the wall 
started exploding from the 40mm 
rounds pumped out by Dumont's 
Mk19 and Noble's M203 . 
McCormick started yelling, "Yeah, 
yeah, yeah!" Dumont was blind to 
the impacts, but judging by the 
lieutenant's reaction he knew he 
was getting the job done. 

McCormick looked over his 
shoulder and yelled for more help 
but saw some Soldiers running 
away. The front part of the HMMV 
would not let him depress his .50 
low enough to engage the men 
behind the berm. One driver from 
the 1487th came up to the base of 

the ramp and 
Lawson went down 
and took his SAW. 
Lawson then fired 
into the canal. 
McCormick then 
picked up his M16 
to also engage. For 
15 minutes, the 
crew of the Zebra 
and the two men in 
the guard tower 
held off the insurgents. 

A Little Help From Their 
Friends 

After 15 minutes of fighting, SFC 
Tim Haggard, from 1st Platoon, 
1487th, arrived with his M915 gun 
truck and pulled up to the right of 

the ramp. It had 
a higher plat­
form, so he could 
see over the wall. 
Haggard climbed 
up on the wall, 
identified targets 
and directed fire 
of the Mk 19 gun­
ner. After anoth­
er five minutes 
of fighting more 
truck drivers 
came up and 
joined them. 

1SG Ronald 
"Ron" Partin, SGT 
Christopher 

"Chris" M. Lehman, and SGT 
Matthew D. Eby of the 1486th 
Medium Truck were sitting next to 
their HMMV gun truck parked next 
to the west wall when they heard 
gunfire to the south. They quickly 
cut their poncho shade away from 
their HMMV and donned their bal-
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This ribbon of tarmac could be any 
of a dozen routes through the 
American Southwest - except that 
this route is lined with ambushes, 
roadside IEDs, drive-by shooters 
and assorted assassins. 

listic vests . 1SG Partin organized 
the other drivers into a defense. 
Lehman climbed into the gun tur­
ret and began loading his Mk 19 
while Eby drove their HMMV gun 
truck up to the wall. When they 
arrived, they saw the Zebra and its 
crew up on the ramp. 

SGT Thomas "Tom" R. Butler, Jr. 
was returning from lunch when he 
heard the small arms and mortar 
fire. He ran to his HMMV where SSG 
Thomas G. Stewart, Jr., SGT Charles 
"Chuck" M. Gregg, SGT Hernandez, 
and SPC White joined him. They 
climbed in their gun truck and 
raced to the ramp. They yelled, "Hey 
Lieutenant, let us get up there and 
get some." The men then ran up the 
ramp next to the Zebra and fired 
their SAWs at the house on their 

One limiting factor of wheeled trans­
port vehicles is that they must follow 
the road, or tactically worse, follow 
a specific route. The busy routes to 
BIAP often lead through heavily 
built-up areas, prime hiding places 
for IEDs and ambushers. 





If you're going to engage, kick ass 
and take prisoners, you are obliged 
to bring them in. Here the Lieutenant 
rides shotgun with a couple 
detainees. 

left . There was not enough room on 
the ramp for all 10 truck-drivers so 
they fought in turns. A team of two 
SAW gunners on the left side of the 
HMMV and a team of M16 riflemen 
on the other would empty their 
weapons at the enemy then with­
draw behind the Zebra to reload to 
drink Gatorade while the next 
teams replaced them. Blue went 
behind the HMMV, handed out the 
extra ammunition, changed barrels 
on the SAWs and reloaded M16 
magazines. This way the men kept 
up a steady rate of fire. 

About that time, a 96th HET con­
voy accompanied by the tanks of 
the 1st Armored Division arrived at 
the south gate and saw Soldiers in 
"full battle rattle" in prone posi­
tions. 1st Lieutenant Ishaq Khan 
asked what was going on. Someone 
answered, "Sir, the insurgents are 
attacking the wall." Then a couple 
m ortar rounds landed in the stag­
ing area but did not hit anything. 
The drivers climbed out of their 
HETs and dropped down into prone 
positions. An Abrams tank drove 
toward the ramp. The brigade com­
mander climbed up and took 
charge of the tower. 

And A Bigger Gun 
The colonel realized that the 

berm masked the enemy mortar 
position from the Zebra's .SO, so he 
suggested to McCormick, "Let the 
Mk 19 get up there and see what it 
can do." He wanted the Mk 19 to 
engage the enemy mortars. 
McCormick told Noble to get in the 
Zebra and back it off the ramp. The 
HMMV jerked back catching 
McCormick by surprise, causing 
him to fire a .SO cal round that 
grazed the roof of his HMMV. While 
backing off, seven rounds hit the 
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Zebra's windshield shattering glass 
in Noble's face. Infuriated, Noble 
climbed out of the HMMV and fired 
his M203 at an insurgent in a tree 
to his front killing the insurgent . 
He was in such a rage that he later 
had no memory of doing it. After 
the Zebra pulled off the ramp, SGT 
Lehman's HMMV replaced them. 

McCormick had fired 500 rounds 
of .SO caliber ammunition and the 
Zebra had been hit 14 times that 
week. After 30 minutes of fighting, 
he was exhausted. McCormick saw 
his men laugh and cry in the same 
minute, the side effects of adrena­
line. Richardson treated Noble's 
wounds. Richardson had also 
received bullet fragments in the 
arm. Sometime during the fight, 
Noble was also hit in the leg with 
slivers of shrapnel but he did not 
know it at the time. The crew of the 
Zebra returned to the fight on the 
ramp, McCormick organized the 
now 10 drivers on the ramp and 
ordered them to volley fire and 
support the Mk 19 gunner. Each 
time he would lead the men up to 
the wall and empty magazine after 
magazine into the enemy, who had 
now retreated and hidden behind 
berms and a house. 

Sergeant Eby and Lehman saw a 
number of insurgents maneuver­
ing from the building on their left 

to the irrigation ditches. They also 
identified the mortar behind the 
berm. Sergeant Butler directed 
Lehman to fire at the mortar posi­
tion: 10 to 15 rounds later, the mor­
tar ceased to fire. After five min­
utes of firing, Lehman yelled that 
his Mk 19 was out of ammunition 
so Eby crawled on top of the HMMV 
and helped him load a second box 
into the tray. Eby informed Lehman 
that he saw another mortar at a 
berm 300 m eters away. By that 
time, McCormick and Noble came 
up to the ramp and spotted a th ird 
mortar tube 800 to 900 meters 
away. After Lehman emptied that 
box of ammunition, he called down 
for more and Eby repeated the 
same reloading process. 

Break For A Body Count 
After 30 to 40 minutes of fighting, 

the truck drivers saw insurgents in 
a house a few hundred m eters 
behind the first wave a white 
sheet. The colonel in the tower 
called for a cease-fire. After every­
thing went quiet, the truck drivers 
scanned the area for more enemy. 
McCormick asked how m any 
enemy the men had killed and 
where. They counted 19. Eby and a 
few others began collecting maga­
zines. The tower also sh ou ted 

continued on page 38 

McCormick and 1SG Jody Cuthbertson, McCormick's top kick at the gun 
truck company, with a convoy of fuelers. 
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Baghdad Slum af Sadr City 
is Hell On Earth 

by Malcolm Beith 

As his armored humvee 
cruises down the Baghdad 
road known as Route 

Military Training Team 
working with the Iraqi Army 
stationed in Sadr City -

Grizzly, Captain 
Troy Wayman of 
the 3rd Batta­
lion, 67th Armor 
Regiment looks 
out the window 
at Sadr City on 
his right. "The 
slum of all 
slums," he mut­
ters. The hum-

A Newsweek 
reporter takes a 

tour through hell 
with the U.S. 

soldiers charged 
with keeping it 
under control. 

instructs h is 
driver to step on 
the gas. The U.S. 
military convoy 
hurtles through 
the slum's 
streets at about 
50 mph, passing 
row upon row of 
dilapidated build­
ings adorned 

vee turns into the decrepit 
Shiite neighborhood, and 
Wayman - in charge of the 

with posters of Moqtada Al 
Sadr, dusty lots filled with 
burned-out cars, a handful 
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of moving vehicles and 
the occasional pedestri­
an. 

Suddenly, Wayman 
spots a group of young 
men standing on a street 
corner. "Was that Mahdi 
militia there?" he asks. 
His interpreter nods, and 
Wayman sighs, knowing 
that his convoy is now 
officially on the radar. 
"This is Sadr City. 
Nobody shits here with­
out the Mahdi Army 
knowing about it," he 
says. The streets are 
lined with sewage water 
- "It ain't rained here in 
months," notes Wayman. 
"If we get pissed [at the 
locals], we splash them," 
he says. Looking at his 
digital map of the area, 
Wayman instructs his 
driver to take a hard 

Squalor, poverty, a generation of official neglect = the usual results in Sadr City: desper­
ate people willing to listen to radical ideas. Iraqi Army 3rd Bn, 2nd Bde., 6th Division 
"Wareagles" conduct a raid in Sadr City in 2005, seeking insurgents and/or weapons. U.S. 
Army Photo by SPC Gui A Alisan 

right, straight into the heart of Sadr 
City's maze of dirt alleys. As his 
driver slows down to about 10 
mph, Wayman realizes they've 
taken a wrong turn into what 

appears to be a cul-de-sac - and 
there's no room for the humvees to 
turn around. "You see that little kid 
duck into the alley?" the captain 
anxiously asks his interpreter, who 

nods again. Wayman hops out of 
his vehicle and proceeds ahead on 
foot, while his gunner maintains a 
watchful eye from atop his vehicle. 

The captain passes a green metal 

A verstile daypack small 
enough for EDC, yet can 

be used as an assault 
pack or even a two 

day pack with the 
addition pockets 

or Pods. 

stuff it like 
a top loader 

organize it like 
a panel loader 
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Capt. Douglas Chapman, Co. B, 1-12 Cav, works with contractors to remove 
sewage from the streets of Sadr City. Under Saddam, this slum was known 
as Saddam City and suffered severe neglect to its infrastructure. U.S. Army 
Photo by Capt. Michael Martinez 

gate covered in rugs hanging out to 
dry. A man holding his baby in his 
arms watches the intruders with 
concern, while two young boys 
stand behind their gate gazing out 
with curiosity. Returning to his 
vehicle, Wayman announces that 
there's an alley to the left through 
which they should be able to 
squeeze - if the residents move 
the car blocking the path. They do, 
and as the convoy passes through, 
the two boys flash smiles to the 
troops. There are "a lot of good peo­
ple in Sadr City," says Wayman. 
"(But] as long as they have that fear 
of the Americans, it's not helpful." 

From Liberators to 
Occupiers 

Indeed, it is that fear - not to 
mention the hatred - of the 
Americans that makes patrolling 
Sadr City so difficult. The four 
square miles of shantytown on the 
eastern side of Baghdad is home to 
an estimated 2 million Shiites, all 
under the sway of the radical fire­
brand Al Sadr. The slum - a cluster 
of brick homes separated by dusty 
alleys and a handful of main thor­
oughfares - is deemed so lawless 
that U.S. soldiers dare not spend 
more than an hour or so in its 
boundaries. The standard patrol is 
conducted in a convoy of four 
armored humvees, and the U.S. sol­
diers rarely set foot on the dusty 
soil for fear of snipers. It's in-and­
out, says Wayman during a meet­
ing at a Coalition base prior to his 
Saturday morning round of the 
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Shiite slum. "Loose lips sink ships," 
he says, explaining that within 
minutes of entering Sadr City, the 
Mahdi Army will know they're 
inside. "They're watching." 

At the meeting, the difficulties of 
keeping watch over Sadr City are 
evident. A group of Iraqi Army cap­
tains sit around the conference 
table discussing their respective 
Baghdad neighborhoods as they do 
at the end of every week. The mood 
is relaxed as these military men 
with nicknames like "Bokha" 
("Rotten on the Inside"), "Olive Oil" 
(the smooth and lanky one) and 
"Piggy" talk about their latest efforts 
to crack down on the insurgency 
and crack jaded jokes about their 
successes and failures . But when 
the conversation turns to Sadr City, 
the banter grinds to a halt. Fifteen 
shootings, a mortar attack on Iraqi 
Army HQ, a fuel station blown up 
by an improvised explosive device, 
a firefight between militiamen and 
Sunni rivals at a traffic circle - and 
this is just a run-of-the-mill week, 
by Sadr City standards. A stern­
looking American sergeant aban­
dons his casual perch on the win -
dowsill and addresses the room. 
"The reports we're getting aren't 
specific enough," he says. "An 
explosion in Sadr City, that's what I 
hear. That's fine. But when a 
patrol's been on site for 15 minutes, 
he should be able to call back 'who, 
what, when, where, why.' That's 
taking a couple of hours. That's 
where there's an issue." 

continued on page 36 





The Bizarre Tale of ''~ 
A Soviet Spy, a Fleeing Cabinet Mini 

Ernesto "Che" Guevara (he pre­
ferred Che alone and without 
quote marks) was the most trav­
eled guerrilla chief of the Cold War. 
In each conflict that he was in he 
kept a diary. And he kept a diary 
before he became a warrior, too. 
After graduating from medical 
school in Argentina, he and a pal 
crossed the Andes on a motorcycle. 
The diary was published years later 
and became the basis of an adven­
ture film, "The Motorcycle Diaries." 

Guevara used the diary he wrote 
during the Cuban civil war as the 
basis for a book, "Pasajes de la 
Guerra Revolucionaria" (Accounts 
of the Revolutionary War). After a 
few years he went off to fight in 
Africa. The African diary has had 
minor circulation; portions ap­
peared in Jon Lee Anderson's "Che 
Guevara". His venture in Africa 
failed and Guevara returned to 
Cuba. Then he set out on a new 
adventure, this time in Bolivia. 
This would be fatal to him. Again 
Guevara kept a diary, daily notes in 
an ordinary, lined, German calen­
der pad. 

Adventures, Mysteries 
and Voyages 

Some 30 pages were missing in 
the diary taken by Bolivian sol­
diers. Perhaps Guevara had ripped 

By Jay r 

them out and torn 
them up, or the 
pages had slipped 
out as Guevara 
tramped over the 
mountains. Oddly, 
the diary was later 
published in a book 
edited by Dan 
James, a newsman 
based in Mexico 
City. It had the 
missing pages. 
Possibly the CIA 
had been able to 
commune with the 
dead Guevara and 
get the missing 
pages - or the CIA 

The girl with three other unidentified guerrillas is 
Loyola Guzman. She served with Guevara and is now 
a prisoner of the Bolivian army. 

had more of the diary than the 
Bolivians had, which would mean 
.... Guevara and the remnants of his 
band were captured 8 October 1967 
by Bolivian Rangers trained by U.S. 
Special Forces. That same day, his 
hands bound, Guevara was shot 
and killed by a beer-fortified ser­
geant. The United States, through 
the CIA, wanted Guevara alive. The 
most important communist ever 
captured, he was a potential source 
of high-quality intel. But the 
Bolivian authorities feared Guevara 
in prison would attract supporters 
from all over the world. Also, his 
execution was a warning to any 

other troublemakers. 
As soon as it was 

known that the 
Bolivians had Che's 
diary, press reps 
hurried to La Paz 
and began a bid­
ding war. David 
Reed of "Reader's 
Digest" offered 
$5,000. I was 
authorized by 

· "Time"-"Life" to 
offer the same 
amount. And a 
well-known jour-

shall call "Dragon", offered 
$100,000 supposedly from "Time" -
"Life" and possibly other publica­
tions. But behind this offer there 
was almost certainly another 
party: the Soviet Union's KGB. 

Dragon-Double Agent 

Guevara's body undergoing medical examination. nalist, whom we 

For, you see, in addition to his 
journalistic work, Dragon was an 
agent for the Soviet service. U.S. 
intel knew this. In fact, after the 
Russians "turned" Dragon, the 
Americans turned him again, this 
time against the Russians. One can 
almost sympathize with Dragon's 
efforts to sort out his loyalties. 
(Can't use his real name. In the 
event of a libel suit, how does one 
prove an individual was an agent of 
a foreign power?) Why would 
Moscow want to see Che's diary? 
For one thing, the Bolivian 
Communist Party had not provided 
any help to Guevara. The Russians 
probably wondered whether Che 
said anything about this. He did; 
the party chief was "treacherous." 
The Russians would also have 
wanted to find out if Guevara dis­
covered that one of his guerrillas 
was an agent of the East German 
Stassi intel service (Haydee Tamara 
Bunke Bider, alias Laura Gutierrez 
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Che'' Guevara's Diary 
ster and an Offer from Fidel Castro 
~allin Sr. 

Bolivian authorities 
would read it and, 
hopefully, refuse to 
deal with me. And 
maybe they would 
throw me out of the 
country. 

Guevara rides a mule somewhere in the jungles of 
Bolivia. 

What Dragon was 
not aware of was 
that the All America 
manager knew me. 
He had been man­
ager at the cable 
office at the 
Guantanamo Naval 
Base during the 
Cuban civil war, 

Bauer Martinez, alias Elma Tania, 
better known simply as Tania). The 
diary says nothing; Guevara didn't 
know she was a Soviet/East Ger­
man operative, or didn't care. He 
knew her as an Argentinean, like 
himself. They may have been 
lovers. 

Double 
Crossing 
Intrigue 

and I had used his 
facility to send stories to New York, 
thus avoiding censorship by the 
government. The manager warned 
me of what Dragon had done. I was 
stunned. Dragon had been a friend. 
How desperate he must have been 
to have tried to put a knife in my 

back. 
In the 

course of 
my trying 
to obtain 
the diary 
or a copy 
of it, I vis­
ited the 
office of 
Antonio 
Argued as 
Mendieta, 
minister of 
the interi-
o r 

So there is 
Dragon posing as 
a representative 
of Time Inc., and 
who shows up 
but Jay Mallin, 
the real "Time" 
rep. What does 
Dragon do? He 
goes to the local 
All America 
Cable office and 
wires the editors 
in New York, say­
ing that Mallin is 
on the scene and 
pretending to 
represent "Time." 
The cable was 
not really meant 
for the editors; 
Dragon knew the "Che" Guevara in the jungles of Bolivia in 

complete guerrilla array. 

Arguedas 
had pos­
session of 
the diary. 
We talked 
about it; 
he walked 
over to a 
filing cabi­
net, pulled 
open a 
drawer 

and, smiling, pointed inside. He 
said, "Not even for 'Life' can I show 
it." I didn't know whether he want­
ed me to peek inside. I didn't. 

At some point after that, with the 
help of an unid~ntified newsman 
(was it Dragon?), Arguedas sent the 
diary to Fidel Castro. When it was 
discovered what Arguedas had 
done, he hurriedly fled the country, 
using a Jeep to cross the Andes to 
Chile Uuly 1968). The Russians and 
Cubans got their look at the diary. 
Was Arguedas perhaps rewarded 
with a fat bank account in 
Switzerland? 

Gruesome DNA-Severed 
Hands Delivered 

The Bolivian authorities had sev­
ered both of Guevara's hands to 
establish a positive identity. One or 
both of these, too, eventually went 
to Castro, who wanted to be sure 
his chum Che had died in Bolivia. 
Who sent the hand(s) to Castro? 
Antonio Arguedas. Guevara's diary 
and hand were not the only relics 
of his pal that Castro got. A team 
from Cuba's spy service, the 
Direcci6n General de Inteligencia 
(DGI), was ordered to obtain every­
thing that it could of Guevara's. 
Headed by a veteran operative, 
Enrique Garcia Dfaz, the team got 
Che's pipe, shoes, a lock of his hair 
and his Rolex watch (given to him 
by Castro and now purchased from 
the Ranger commander) . The 
Cubans had difficulty obtaining the 
carbine that killed Guevara. So they 
stole it and replaced it with a dupli­
cate. The team wanted to kill the 
sergeant who had shot Che; Castro 
vetoed the idea. 

The DGI team was evidently the 
conveyance by which at least one of 
Guevara's hands went to Castro's 
hands. The surprises did not end. 
Fidel Castro himself announced 
that anyone who wanted a copy of 
the diary only need come to Cuba to 
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individuals who have the courage to fight. Whether they fight for those who 
cannot defend themselves or they fight simply to uphold their beliefs ... whomsoever 
is in service to others and is willing to stand for justice, Soldier of Fortune will stand with 
them. Military, law enforcement, border patrol, public service, U.S. allies ... you can read 
of their adventures in the pages of Soldier of Fortune as well as historical pieces and 
regular new weapons reviews. SUBSCRIBE NOW and discover regular columns that include: 

• World Terrorism SitRep - What the bad guys are up to around the globe 
• Adventure Quartermaster - The latest in cool gear you should know about 
• Combat Weaponcraft - John Farnam shares his thoughts 
• Bulletin Board - FYI, general snippets, upcoming events, etc. 
• Flak - Our readers sound off on what they think 
• Command Guidance - Fall in! Guest speakers give you the scoop 
• Common Sense - Col. Ollie North, USMC (Ref.) gives his .02( 

Recent article topics include: 
IED TECHNOLOGY • IMMIGRATION • CAMBODIA • SALAR BAN 
NRA TRAINS MPs • AFGHAN POPPY WARS • ULTIMATE SNIPER 
COLOMBIAN JUNGLAS • REMEMBERING RAMADI •AND MORE! 

llMITED TIME HOllDAY OFFER: ilill'.J 1W ~ill .i!PJJJ JIU 
iilliJ dBJ ~ 11ill ~ '.l!Jj jj ·llLillJJ ill WJY/JJ :JJjJ '1iWJJillUl1ililtl'~ 
Fill out and mail to: ~~ -¥i--YES!-s~~~ ~~ ~; l~~~e~ ~.-s~;d~~r ~; F~;.~~~ .~; s;~_;; ;~.~ ~;~ ------

./ '·· AND send 12 Issues to mv friend tor s29.95 50% Off 

P.O. Box 18478 
Anaheim, co 92817-9928 

For faster service. 
100 on to www.sofmag.com 

or call 1-800-999-9718 
and mention the Holiday Otter 
U.S. Funds Only. Canada add $20/yr. 
Out of North America add $65/yr. 
Allow 4-6 weeks for first issue to be delivered. 

SubscripUon #1 Subscription #2 

Name ___________ _ Name ___________ _ 

Address ___________ _ Address ___________ _ 

City/State. ___________ _ City/Stale, ___________ _ 

Country/ZIP----------- Country/ZIP-----------

0 Check/Money Order Enclosed 0 5J .II Visa/MC/AmEx#: ___________ _ 

I Exp. Date_/_ Signature: ________ Print Name:. __________ _ 



URGENT: For immediate release. FREE CD reveals ... 

"How I Bought $1.7 Million Dollars Worth Of 
Real Estate In 4 Hours From Home And 

You Can Too" 

No Credit, No Cash, No Experience Required ... 

Picture this ... You are living a life with no worries. 
It's as if everything you touch turns to gold almost 
effortlessly. All the while, you are still doing the 
things that you have been wanting to do .. . the 
things that everyone else said was impossible. 

Hello Friend, 
My name is Mark Evans DM, and they all 

laughed at me when I told them I was going to buy 
millions of dollars worth of Real Estate from the 
comfort of my own home and without ever using 
my own cash or credit. 

Well, they' re not laughing at me anymore, I 
promise you. Today, as you read this, I have been 
traveling (first class!) all across the Good ol' US of 
A for the last 17 months and enjoying every 
second of the way. 

I have found a way to do the things that 
everybody else told me would be impossible for 
me to achieve. 

Life is Good 
I must admit that I did not think that life could 

ever be this good. But, as I travel all across the 
country, I run across folks who have that certain 
"thing" in their eyes that makes me do what I'm 
about to do. I want to share this with you today. 
And, believe me, when I tell you what it is, you 
will quickly realize how you too can buy millions 
of dollars of Real Estate from home. 

You see, I have created this system that has 
allowed me to do deals from anywhere in the 
world. So, after countless hours on my part of 
putting this all together in an easy to follow format, 
I have now broken it down into 7 steps for you. 
Anybody that is reading this could implement 
these simple steps and buy millions of dollars 
worth of Real Estate too! 

You see, I think that we all deserve a "fair shot 
at the title". This is what I told my fiance, and that 
is why I want you to get your Free copy of the CD 
entitled, "7 Secrets To Buying & Selling Real 
Estate From Home" in your bands today. 

Imagine being able to buy that amazing home 
that you have been dreaming of for years now. 
And what about that sports car that purrs down the 
road with each shift? It's as if you have arrived 
and the world is your oyster. .. 

Or, what if you just wanted to lay around all day 
knowing that all your bills are already covered, 
and you can get out of bed at what ever time of 
day you want. .. and NOT because you have to. 

My friend, you have arrived! 
I don't think you 're reading this by accident 

because the scene that I just described is how 
myself and my students live our lives . . . and you 
can too. 

Before I get ahead of myself, I want to zap the 4 
biggest myths that surround Real Estate Investing. 

Myth #1: You have to have cash to be a Real 

Estate investor 
Mvth Busted: Those that I have taught have 

controlled millions of dollars worth of Real Estate 
without ever putting a dime of their own cash into 
it. I explain how you can do the same thing on 
track #4 

Myth #2: You have to have perfect credit to be 
a Real Estate investor 

Myth Busted: My students never use their own 
credit-and neither will you, if you're smart! 
Actually, on track #5, I explain to you, in full 
detail , how you can be standing on the courthouse 
steps filing for bankruptcy and still be able to lock 
down millions of dollars worth of Real Estate 
deals 

Myth #3: I need to have a license to be a Real 
Estate investor 

Mvtb Busted: After listening to track #6 where I 
expose the truth to you about this myth, you will 
quickly realize that only people who are not "in 
the know" still think this way 

Myth #4: l need to have a lot of experience to 
be a Real Estate investor 

Mvtb Busted: What you need to have is 
specialized knowledge ... which I will give to you 
on this Free CD ... THIS is what will allow you to 
make big money in Real Estate - on demand! 

Profit Quickly 
Well, as you can see, not only do I pretty much 
spoon-feed you the hard-hitting facts about getting 
set up for profiting quickly, but I will go one step 
further and expose you to all of my resources that I 
use for Free . .. these are the tools and systems that I 
use every day to rake in huge profits while I sleep. 

And you can use these same tools and systems 
too! I will expose you to 4 tools that I use, such as: 
1. The $29 piece of software that does all my 
follow up for me 
2. The Free marketing resource I use that 
makes me a boatload of money 
3. Let me tell you how you will never talk to 
anybody unless you 're giving them wiring 
instructions to send you money (My Favorite!) 
4. The exact site that asks sellers all of the 
questions you need to know so you know how 
much cash you're going to make - because, 
while you're sleeping, it's working for you 

Now, don ' t take my word for bow powerful 
these simple strategies are ... 

See what others have to say: 
"I went from playing professional football to 
having to pawn everything I had and being 
homeless . Your systems, though, changed it all 
around for me, and now I'm back in the game 
and I can see that Real Estate is going to be my 
path to financial freedom. I can't thank you 
enough! 
Leron King, Huntington, WV 

"Mark, I truly can't thank you enough! I'm a 
stay-home mom with three kids who's now on 
her way to financial freedom. It is so clear to 
me that this is the work I was always meant to 
do, and you have made it possible for me to 
make this leap. I've seen many other books and 
products out there, but yours is so easy to 
fo llow. I didn't have any extra money, and my 
credit was not that great, yet your personal 
encouragement and program eliminated the fears 
that I had about getting started. 
Christine Rupert, Madison WI 

Mark makes sense of using all of your resources 
to create many income streams. His bard­
hitting and cutting-edge approach always makes 
the "light bulb come on" when you listen to him 
speak. He has personally helped me overcome 
many challenges in my Real Estate career. 
Maynette Boykin, Hayward, CA 
Let's be clear. .. 

Please Know that I am only doing this as a 
test, and you risk nothing except a small 
shipping and handling fee. I have printed only a 
limited number of CD copies. Once they're gone, 
they're gone forever, so make sure that you get 
your Free copy now by going to 
www.MarkEvansDM.com/sof or by calling 
1-877-737-8620 or you can also just fill out the 
coupon below and mail it directly to me. 

Bonus: I will also include a FREE report on 
"How to Retire with $2,000,000 Tax Free" 

To Your Success, 
Mark Evans DM 

r----------------- ---- ------- ~ 
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City: _________ _ 
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Country: __________ _ 
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Before going up to the guerrilla camp, Guevara was 
in La Paz and traveled Around the Bolivian country­
side reconnoitering the grounds for his future 
Guerrilla operations. With him is "Tuma," who served 
as his driver and bodyguard - and later as his double. 

Henry Taylor was 
the State Depart­
ment's man in 
Miami, whose job 
was to maintain liai­
son with the exile 
community and to 
oversee the refugee 
influx. I contacted 
his office. He wasn't 
in. I asked about the 
packet from Havana. 
To my astonishment 
I was informed that 
Taylor had refused 
to allow the copy of 
the diary to be 
brought into the 
States. His reason­
ing: The flights were 
only for refugees 

get it. With my record of anti-Castro 
writings, I doubted that the Cuban 
government would give m e a visa to 
travel to the island. And if I did go, I 
would not know whether I was 
heading to a hotel room or 
one of State Security's cells. 
I talked with "Time" in New 
York. I offered and the edi­
tors accepted a nothing-to­
lose suggestion, a one-in-a­
million shot. I would send a 
cable to Castro, requesting 
him to send a copy of the 
diary to me. 

I dispatched a cable, 
addressed directly to 
Castro, saying that I could 
not go to Cuba; would he 
send a copy to me? 

and could not be 
used to transport "press" materials! 
I called "Time"; they called the State 
Department. State tried to reach 
Taylor, but he was off playing golf. 

Then, on 16 July, a cable from 
Diedrich: CUBANS HANDED OVER 
PHOTOGRAPHS OF CHE 'S DIARY 
PAGE BY PAGE ... Diedrich had been 
phoned at his home at around 11 in 
the evening by a Cuban embassy 
official and told the embassy had a 
package for Jay Mallin. Diedrich 
says he exclaimed: "What is it? A 
bomb?" The next morning, at the 
embassy, he was given the copy of 
the diary - one page at a time. 

We finally had Guevara's 
diary! 

Where is the diary itself today? 
In all likelihood it is in the hands of 
Castro's government. In an inter­
view many years after Guevara's 
death, however, Arguedas ambigu­
ously referred to his having 
obtained a "copy" of the diary. Was 
his memory faulty, or was it indeed 
a copy he sent to Castro? A Bolivian 
army investigation found that 
Arguedas had "borrowed" the diary 

- or a copy - from 
President Rene Barrientos. 
Did the CIA, which had two 
agents on the scene of Che's 
capture, obtain the actual 
diary? In his interview 
Arguedas said the CIA dis­
tributed copies of the diary 
to the intel services of 
friendly countries. ~ 

Surprise! On 5 July 1968 I 
received a cable which 
stated, in Spanish: 

Gun in hand, Guevara posed here showing how a guer­
rilla gets ready for Action in an ambush position. 

A few years ago a London 
auction house announced 
that the diary would be auc­
tioned. Shortly afterwards it 
withdrew the item. The 
owner was not revealed. Did 
perhaps some Cuban offi­
cial put the diary up for sale 
to raise funds for the 
strappped government? Did 

WE WILL SEND (THE) 
MATERIAL ON SECOND 
VARADERO-MIAMI FLIGHT DAY 
FIVE STOP NECESSARY (YOU) CON­
TACT SEfiOR TAYLOR WHO IS IN 
CHARGE OF SAID FLIGHTS MIAMI 

The cable was signed simply 
"RAUL ROA." Roa was the minister 
of foreign affairs. He had previous­
ly been a writer at the Havana daily 
"El Mundo" . The English-language 
tabloid "The Havana Herald'', 
where I had begun my jounalism 
career, was in the same building 
and had the same owner. An occa­
sional pre-civil war visitor to see 
Roa: Fidel Castro. The flights Roa 
referred to were twice-daily Pan 
American flights to bring refugees 
to the States. 

That same day I received another 
cable from Havana: INFORM YOU 
THE NORTH AMERICAN AUTHORI­
TIES IMPEDED THE DISPATCH OF 
REQUESTED MATERIALS VIA 
VARADERO 

Is It A Bomb? 
This message was signed "RAUL 

ROA MINISTER OF FOREIGN RELA­
TIONS." 

Further frantic consultations 
with New York. We decided that I 
would send another cable, this time 
to Roa. I did this, now asking him to 
send the packet to "Time's" corre­
spondent in Mexico City, Bernard 
Diedrich. No reply; silence for days. 
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the Castros get wind of this and 
decide they didn't want their pal's 
papers bought by some dirty capi­
talist? 

The Guevara diary mysteries 
continue .... 

Jay Mallin Sr. has covered Cuba for 
more than 60 years . He was a corre­
spondent for Time and other publica­
tions and was one of the original con­
tributors to SOF. Mallin co-directed a 
study of the Cuban military for the 
Pentagon. He has written more than a 
dozen books, including Fortress Cuba, 
Covering Castro and History of the 
Cuban Military. 



The unvarnished truth about Bodyweight Exercises ... 

"6th Degree Okinawan Karate Black Belt 
and Former Marine Sounds Off About 

Matt Furey and all the Hype Surrounding his 
Combat Conditioning Program " 

Every time I heard about Hindu Pushups and Hindu Squats I wanted to spit right in his face! 
by Mike Storms 

better or been more flexible in my life. I feel great and have lost 
no size, strength, or muscle mass .. . as a result I scored the 
maximum number of points on the Anny Physical Rtness test. 
HOOAH! You are doing great things, and I and the U.S. Anny 
Officer Candidate School owe you a lot. TREA T'EM ROUGH! 

"What a liar this guy Matt Furey is." That's what I thought 
when I read this guy's hype-dense ads about his bodyweight 
exercise program called Combat Conditioning. Look, I'm 
no sucker for junk exercise programs. Not only have I lifted 
weights for years, but after 26 years in martial arts where 
I've earned a 6th-degree Black Belt in Okinawan Karate 
- and six years in the U.S. Marine Corps, I've seen it all. So 
to say I didn't believe Matt Furey when he said you can get 
kick-butt fit with his bodyweight calisthenics would be an 
understatement. Not only have I been in the USMC and been 
in martial arts for a long time, but I played football for most of 
my life and have served as the martial arts instructor for the 
New Orleans Saints. So there's no way I was going to fall 
for a rinky dink routine like Furey's. 

Not only that but I trained with Jesse Kellum, who is 
pound-for-pound one of the strongest men in the world. At 
220 lbs. he benched over 800 pounds and squatted 1000 
pounds. I, myself, could bench over 400 pounds and dead 
lift over 600. 

Pain, Pain, Go Away 
Even so, despite my immense knowledge and background, 

I couldn't shake this nagging feeling that Furey might be right 
about what he was claiming, mostly because my shoulders, 
knees and back were in constant pain from my weight train­
ing routine. Yes, I was strong, but I was paying a heavy price. 
No one likes pain - I don't care how much you think you "can 
take it" - after awhile it 's not worth it. And Furey's program 
promised to get me stronger and more flexible without all the 
joint pain I had. Not possible, I thought. 

My main fear, other than being in MORE pain, was that 
I'd lose the strength and size I had gained from weights. 
Then I read about the Great Gama of India, a wrestler who 
followed Furey-style training - and he was unbeaten in 5,000 
matches. In terms of size and strength, Gama was amazing. 
He was 5'7" and 260 pounds of streaming steel. And that 
was in the early 1900's - long before steroids. 

I had heard that Bruce Lee did the exercises Furey 
teaches, too. And we all know about Lee's incredible ripped, 
lean, muscular look. Not to mention how lightning fast and 
fluid he was. 

I also recalled how Herschel Walker, a Heisman Trophy 
winner and All-Pro Running back did 500 pushups and 
situps each day. So that made me think even more, 
especially because Furey's exercises were supposed to 
be far better versions of these pushups and situps. 

A Swift Slap in the Nuts! 
But the final straw for me was when I met Furey IN 

PERSON in November of 2001. Both of us happened to be 
in the same hotel in Phoenix, Arizona. I introduced myself to 
him and he politely shook my hand and nodded. I cou ld tell 
he was in great shape, but I had no idea HOW good until I 
playfully flicked a punch at him later that day when he was 
walking down the corridor. Without missing a beat Furey 
reacted faster than a cobra. He slapped me in the nuts and 
kept right on walking. He never even broke stride. I stood in 
awe. I had never had anything like that happen to me. An 
hour later I met Furey in a restaurant, took out my Platinum 
American Express card and gave him carte blanche. "Send 
me whatever you have that wi ll help me," I said. A few days 
later I received my first package from Furey in the mail and 
I've been hooked ever since. 

If you think what you are reading is nothing but marketing 
hype - then let me ask you why do you think I now train the 
350+ students in my dojo in Mandeville, Louisiana (Mike 
Storms Karate) in Combat Conditioning? I train young kids 
as well as adults in these exercises. WHY? Because they 
flat-out work. They boggle the mind while getting your body 
into ready-for-battle condition. 

In Furey's Combat Conditioning he challenges YOU with 
a test. 100 Hindu squats, followed by 50 Hindu pushups, then 
a one-minute back bridge. 

Let me tell you, when I first got the book I figured this test 
would be easy, I got started. At 40 Hindu squats my thighs 
were blitzed. It took about 90 seconds; not long compared to 
my barbell squat routine at the gym. 

Next, I tried the Hindu pushups. Funny thing is my legs 

were sti ll shaking. I dipped down and pushed back. At 15 
my arms were throbbing. This couldn't be. No way. I could 
bench like there 's no tomorrow and this exercise was nuking 
me. I stopped at 27 reps. This took about 1.5 minutes, so my 
workout had only been 2.5 minutes long. 

Then the bridge. After three unsuccessful attempts of ten 
seconds, I had to stop. The next day my legs, chest and arms 
were sore, but in a good way. I thought my legs got 10 times 
more work with weights, but I was wrong. 

Over the course of three months my body changed big 
time. In fact, I've made a list of 12 of the most amazing 
benefits that I and thousands of others all over the world have 
gotten from Matt Furey's Combat Conditioning program. I'm 
betting these are important to you, too. 
1. I blow-torched off my excess body fat so quickly that I 

could eat more t11an I normally did and still look better 
than ever. 

2. I packed and chiseled functional muscle onto my 
legs, chest and back that I've never had before, 
even from weights. 

3. I simultaneously doubled my strength and flexibility 
- and did so without needing separate workouts for 
each. 

4. I quadrupled my endurance inside of 30 days. 
Just think how much this helped my sparring. No 
matter what, I NEVER get tired. 

5. The chronic back and shoulder pain I had from years of 
heavy squats, deadlifts and bench pressing went away 
within a couple weeks. And much of that pain had been 
with me for nearly 1 o years. It's GONE now. 

6. I sleep like a log. Eight hours of deep sleep is no 
longer a goal. It's automatic. As soon as I hit the 
rack I'm out like a light. 

7. My self-confidence knows no bounds. Especially when I 
got compliments from people who hardly paid attention 
to me before. I honestly believe there is nothing I cannot 
do. I'm on top of the world. 

8. I can train anywhere. I don't need more than a few 
square feet of carpet or pavement and I'm all set I have 
absolutely no excuses and my body is loving me for it I 
don't need any equipment Just my own bodyweight 

9. I get a kick-butt workout done in 15 minutes or less. 
Sure, I could do more - but I've gotten incredible results 
with this amount - so why ruin a good thing? 

10. I've turned back the clock. My friends tell me I 
look 5 - 10 years younger. Awesome!! 

11. I have an explosive type of strength that weights 
couldn't give me. My movements are super fast even 
when I'm just screwing around. 

12. My muscles are like a pliable and powerful tiger 
- ready to pounce on prey in a heartbeat. 

So there you have it. The 12 reasons why Combat 
Conditioning is the best fitness program on the planet. I 
now do these exercises everyday and they are FAR easier 
than when I started. I won't go a day without them. But forget 
about me. 

CPT Judd D. Mahfouz - Infantry 

Dear Mr. Furey, Let me say I have benefited a lot from both 
your Combat Conditioning and Combat Abs book. I am a 
Marine stationed on Okinawa, Japan and I do a lot of kickbox­
ing and NHB fighting on the side. Your exercises have given me 
a tremendous advantage and combined with my other routines 
(shadowboxing, sparring, bagwork, wind sprints, and grappling 
drills) have gotten me into the best shape of my life. 
LCpl Sandor Devenyi - United States Marine Corps 

Dear Matt, Being a U.S. Marine in a field unit, I spend much 
of my time in Physical Training, and /'II admit, I thought that 
I was in peak physical condition. 2 months ago I began your 
Combat Conditioning program and quickly realized that I 
had been missing something. While platoon PT consists of 
mosUy running and incorporates some bodyweight exercises 
ff.e. pushups, pull-ups, crunches) I had been spending the bulk 
of my personal training time in the weight room, lifting heavy 
It embarrassed me the first time I tried to do a reverse pushup 
and couldn't I haven't set foot in the weight room in the last 2 
months. My 3 mile run time has dropped to below 18 minutes, 
I've lost a good 1 O lbs and my body fat has dropped 4%. You 
can see the difference and God knows, I can feel the differ­
ence. I've introduced the rest of my squad to your program. 
Thanks for helping us kick ass and take names in a hellish and 
unforgiving manner. 
D "Bubba" Byng- LCPL, USMC 
"Golf" Co, MCS Batta/lion 

Matt Furey's Combat Conditioning: Functional 
Exercises for Fitness & Combat Sporls has 48 super 
effective bodyweight exercises along wi th seven different pro­
grams that will get you into kick-butt shape fast. Order now 
and you'll receive 3 free Special Reports on how to eliminate 
knee, back and shoulder pain. 

Your total investment in this no nonsense book is only 
$29.95 plus $6 S&H U.S. (foreign orders add $12). Order 
online at www.mattfurey.com. Or pick up the phone right now 
and call 1 813 994 8267 to order. 

You can also send a money order to Matt Furey Enterprises, 
Inc., 10339 Birdwatch Drive, Tampa, FL, 33647. 

:o -YeS. ?lease-sen'd Ivie-coliiiial conditioning: -F°unctional --; 
' Exercises for Fitness for only $29.95 plus $6 S&H ($12 : 
' foreign S&H), and if I'm one of the first 25 to order, I will also : 

receive 3 Special Reports on eliminating knee, back and 
shoulder pain. 

:NAME:----------------

:ADDRESS: _______________ _ 

' 

Take a look at what some others in the military have :c,,., 
to say about this program: : -----------------

Matt, I am a US Marine stationed overseas. I am also a wres­
tler!]udoka and the Marine who developed the Marine Corps 
Martial Arts Program. I use your courses regularly I like your 
no-nonsense approach. Particularly as I get older, bodyweight 
exercises are quick, flexible, a/I-encompassing and convenient 
Keep up the good work! 
Lt Colonel George Bristol - USMC 

Mr. Furey, We have been applying the principle of 'mastering 
your own body weight' to our football program and have been 
pleased. A 12 - 1 championship season last year was our 
reward. Thank you sir. 
Bonner Cunnings 
Yosemite, CA 

Dear Matt, VWJen I got your book, I changed my whole way of 
thinking about how one should train for Combalives. I am now 
totally off the weights, and, to tell you the truth, I have never felt 

© Gold Medal Publications, Inc. • www.mattfurey.com 

;srA.TE _________ ,. ______ _ 

:Coutml'Y: _______________ _ 

:PHONE:----------------

:EWJL: _______________ _ 

:o Check/Money Order drawn from a U.S. bank :o Visa O MasterCard O Amex 

' ICARDNo: _______________ _ 

:ExP; ______ _ 

1SIGNAT\JRE: ______________ _ 

:Make Check/Money Order Payable to: 

: Matt Furey Enterprises, Inc. 
: 10339 Birdwatch Dr., B: 

Tampa, Florida 33647, USA 12 , 
• ___ __ (8_1_3J _9_9_'.l,:-~~~! _•_ ':"~~·-11'1~~~r~y~c_o_l11 ____ ~ ~ 



continued from page 8 
left in July - this was 
three months after the 
"last" POW was released 
in Hanoi. Those nine 
men captured in Laos 
amongst the returnees, 
I was told, were really 
captured by the North 
Viets along the Ho Chi 
Minh Trail. They were 
under Pathet Lao con­
trol, which became a useful piece 
of official fiction for both Viet and 
U.S. government officials (note 
statements from U.S. and N.Viet 
officials of the time: "all POWs 
known under the control of 
Vietnam have been returned."). 

I can only confirm that I flew 600 
feet or so from the recce birds flying 
directly over the camps with live 
POWs in them, but not the count -
and I did not see them myself, as I 
was always busy looking for enemy 
fighters and gun sites while the 
recce bird did the run. I relied on 
what I was told post-mission and in 
the club afterwards by the recce 
pilots I flew with. 

Three years later, as I was being 
interviewed for work in two certain 
intelligence agencies , my interview-

er - a personal friend -
described his "second" 
specialty in that particu­
lar intelligence agency: 
keeping track and count 
of the POWs still in Laos. 
His story was that he 
could verify more than 
250 at that time. 

We Udorn F4 crews 
were told by intel when I 
left SEA in July, 1973 not 

to make noise about the remaining 
POWs: The State Department, we 
were told, was "working behind the 
scenes" to get them out and any 
noise would make it difficult or 
result in their being shot. Now that I 
think about it, we were the only ones 
who had this information - other 
units did not fly the missions, our 
missions were secret and not to be 
discussed, so no one beyond us and 
whom we reported to in SE Asia were 
directly knowledgeable about the 
POWs and the numbers. Yet amongst 
the pilots at Udom, it was considered 
"common knowledge" between us. 

We know that in 1975 or 76, after 
the Pathet Lao took over, that the 
CIA bought at least one of its agents 
back for about $12million - this was 
actually reported in the media in 

throw-away lines here and there. 
But the Pentagon and State 
Department were adamant about 
not buying back hundreds of mili­
tary personnel; it would set a bad 
precedent we were told. That return­
ing CIA agent and a school 
teacher also 
captured and 
held in Pathet 
Lao head­
quarters, 
who heard 
names listed 
weekly -
were said to 
provide 
the names 
of over 200 
POWs in 

Laos . .. . but 
that part of my story gets into the 
realm of rumor and hearsay, not evi­
dence. Nonetheless, it provided sim­
ilar numbers to what I knew when I 
left and what my agency friend told 
me while working directly on that 
very subject. 

Oh, and by the way, I was watch -

Continued on page 62 
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• V-TRAX® Sole Technology 
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"How to Grow a Wildly Lucrative Self 
Defense Business in 28 Days Using The 
Documented, Proven, and Authentic 
Close-Combat Tactics Of WWII ... 
... And Make an Extra $8,750 - $16,500 per month 
Investing as little as 6 Hours per week!" 

If ... 

From: The Desk of Sensei Damian Ross 
President, International Association of Close Combat Professionals 
Head Instructor and Owner ZenShin Martial Arts, Health & Fitness 
Forth Degree Black Belt Tekkenryu Jujutsu 
Second Degree Black Belt Kodokan Judo 
Second Degree Black Belt Tae Kwon Do 
Former Head Wrestling Coach Ridgewood High School, Ridgewo0<l,NJ 
Former Division I Varsity Wrestler for Lehigh University 

.,,..,_clnlcComb~lP•0•.0•11 

•You are very unhappy (maybe even disgusted) with the shameful 'cheapening' of the modern martial 
arts profession by 'McDojo' franchises, unscrupulous billing companies, and so-called 'experts' 
advising you to turn your self-defense business into a glorified daycare, weight loss, & fitness center ... 

• You want the opportunity to be seen as a well respected and highly compensated professional within 
your community . .. (More like a doctor or attorney, than the "clown" who does kids parties) 

•You just know in your heart that legitimate and established self-defense skills, tactics, and instruction 
must be reinserted back into today's traditional, sport, and mixed martial arts programs ... 

• You would be thrilled to do LESS work - especially less HARD WORK - but make MORE money 
offering a superior service that you, your family, and your community could be proud of .... 

Or if you simply want to make an unheard of$500 per hour (or more!), doing something you love, and legitimately helping people 
learn AUTHENTIC, PROVEN, and VERIFIABLE self-defense skills as a qualified close-combat instructor of the International 
Association Of Close Combat Professionals then this could very well be the most important infomrntion you wit! ever read ... 

Because you ' re invited to send for a "FREE" inspirational and motivational report which will finally give you the power to fire your 
boss and take control of your financial destiny .. . By giving you the smarter, faster, less costly, more reliable, more logical and MORE 
ENJOYABLE way to gain he freedom and independence of your very own lucrative self-defense business (Even if you have no 
previous experience in business, marketing, or martial arts whatsoever!) 

For your FREE report on this truly amazing opportunity, visit www.TeachCloseCombat.com, and input your contact 
information. Or call the IACCP directly at 917-546-6870 (please press option 3), and ask for your "Teach Close Combat 
Report". Whichever way you choose, your FREE incredible report will be rushed out to you immediately by mail. 

I really hope you make the decision to check us out, meet me and my team, and discover an easier, low-risk, low-cost way to 
take control of your financial destiny. Lets go! - Fire your boss and start a business you truly love and can be proud of 
today. 

www.TeachCloseCombat.com 



lrnqi translator for 5th Cav points 
out a picture of Hojatoleslam Sayyid 
Muqtada al-Sadr on powerplant 
building. The fourth son of Iraqi 
Shi'a cleric, the late Grand Ayatollah 
Mohammad Mohammad Sadeq al­
Sadr, and son-in-law of Grand 
Ayatollah Mohammad Baqir As­
Sadr, Al Sadr does not hold any offi­
cial title but is one of the most influ­
ential religious and political figures 
in the country. He commands strong 
support in Sadr City, and in June 
2003 he raised the armed force 
known as the Mahdi Army, estimat­
ed to number several thousand. 
This resistance has several times 
engaged in violent conflict with 
Coalition forces and has formed its 
own religious courts and prisons. 
U.S. Air Force Photo by Staff Sgt. 
Ricky A. Bloom 

continued from page 26 
Indeed, once on the streets of 

Sadr City, the lack of communica­
tion between Iraqi Army soldiers 
and the Americans is evident. As 
Wayman's unit approaches a 
checkpoint manned solely by 
Iraqis, an angry look spreads across 
his face as he mouths the words, 
"Put your helmets on." With more 
than a hint of dismay, he mutters, 
"These are my guys." 

Doing Their Best 
Wayman admits the Iraqi sol­

diers who watch over Sadr City are 
doing their best. After checking in 
with Riadh Ahmed, a 25-year-old 
Sunni soldier stationed near the 
edge of the slum, the American 
turns to me and explains that they 
live in "hard conditions" in a dilap-

idated building with no air 
conditioning and "barely 
adequate food" - not to 
mention the constant threat 
of being killed by militiamen. 
"Do they need help?" asks 
Wayman rhetorically. "Yeah. 
But we're working on that." 
As for Ahmed, he's forth­
right. "Honestly, I'm not 
comfortable," he says in bro­
ken English. 

But just because they're 
doing their best doesn't 
mean the Iraqi Army are 
necessarily doing enough. At 
a checkpoint that had been 
hit by an IED earlier in the 
day, Wayman has to repeat 
his basic mantra. After 
enduring the American's .. -
reprimand for not shutting ·· .. • · ' 
off the road after the explo- Staff Sergeant William Council, HHC, 3-15th 
sion, the Iraqi soldier in Infantry, examines bomb-triggering devices 
charge smiles politely. "This !ound duri,ng an lr_aqi Army_ raid on two 
time we'll take it seriously" insurgents homes in Sadr City. U.S. Army 

he Says "Ab 1 t 1 ,, 1. ' Photo by Spc. Ben Brady . so u e y, rep ies 
Wayman. "But you gotta put your throughout Waymaii's humvee. 
helmets on." Cruising out of what appears on 

As the tense 45-minute patrol the surface to be a ghost-town, the 
comes to an end, relief spreads captain explains that although 

Sadr City empties when U.S. 

Available at 
WWW.PAMPASPUBLISHING.COM 

((M))PAMPAS '1f' PUBLISHING 

'This is NOT a book of'fiction'. I am a former spy, lived 
overseas for twenty years as the son of an oil engineer 
and executive, then another ten as a spy and Marine 
C01ps infantry officer. This book is REAL. This book is 
so good that it should be required reading at the Foreign 
Service Institute where we train our diplomats, at the 
clandestine training facility for the CIA, and at universities. 
This book *is* the real world." - ROBERT O. STEELE 

Author of ON INTELLIGENCE: 
Spies And Secrecy In An Open World 
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A GI with Comanche 
Co, 2nd Bn, 5th Cav 
Regiment uses a 
Dragunov sniper rifle 
to provide counter­
sniper fire against 
attacking insurgents 
in Sadr City in 2004. 
The rifle was confis­
cated from insurgent 
forces in a raid by sol­
diers of Comanche's 
White Platoon a few 
months earlier. U.S. 
Army Photo by Pfc. 
Erik LeDrew 

says . "They don't take 
long to organize. They 
communicate. A U.S. 
patrol took a wrong turn 
last night, and half an 
hour later they'd blocked 
off the street." A few min -

patrols come through, it can turn 
on a dime. "The garbage is pre­
positioned to block the roads - the 
Mahdi put that shit out there," he 

utes later, Wayman's con­
voy takes another wrong turn, and 
hits what appears to be another 
dead end. As the tension mounts, 
the forward vehicle scouts out 

5 Posmon Laser/Lighl Mounr 
The laser I fight mount quickly locks in any of five 
positions allowing mounting on either side of the rifle 
or pistol. Entry into low light areas can be made while 
the operator maximizes use of cover. Simply push I pull 
to rotate light position for a quick adjustment. Also 
allows operator to access tail cap switch with thumb 
while using a vertical style grip. Available In 4 different 
diameters. Lifetime warranty.·Pal. Pend. ITEM# UFH 

lnlerchangeable Pislol Grip 
Revolutionary six piece interchangeable pistol grip with 
storage compartment, incorporates three .111bberize.4,,;. 
finger grooves and three backstraps of different sizes. 
Multiple sizes allow the user to customize the grip to fit 
their hand size for maximum comfort and control. Easily 
replaces standard grip on AR-15 or AK'7 style firearms. 
Optional palm rest snaps into base frteml UPGS). 
Lifetime wananty. Pal. Pend. ITEM# UPG16 I UPG47 

ahead, passing a fruit-stand 
adorned with a poster of Diego 
Maradona. 

The signal is given: It's not a dead 
end after all, and Wayman's team 
proceeds back to the Ministry of 
Defense in silent relief. 

A reporter/editor for Newsweek 
International, Malcolm Beith was an 
embedded reporter with U.S. forces in 
Baghdad last summer. 

Adioslable Cheek Piece lor CBS 
Fully adjustable cheek piece designed to mount on 
rMt l::blla}lsifile "Stocl{s (demi CBS) Picatinny rail. 
Adjusts for lielght and aids in allowing proper eye 
relief of scoped rifles b>j moving horizontally. 
Compatible with all CBS butt stocks (AR-15 or AK'7 
style). Lifetime warranty. Pat. Pend. ITEM# ACP 

lyyland PA 18974 •Phone: 267-803-1518 ·Fax: 267-803-1002 • www.com man darms.com 
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imately 100 to 125 
rounds from the M3P .SO 
caliber machinegun. 

Let Us Play, Too! 

cer to pull his guys off the wall and 
stop the people behind them from 
shooting. By then Lt. McCormick's 
ad hoc defenders from the 1487th 
and 1486th plus the Ml Tank that 
came up later had already taken 
the fight out of the insurgents. 

When Coad returned 
to the first tower, he ran 
into McCormick: Coad 
and McCormick had 
known each other from 
OBC and after a short 
hand shake both went 
into action trying to get 
things under control. As 
soon as the fighting had 
died down, people 
began to move to the 
ramp and wall, one 
group ran up and start-

Sweep out the cab of an average truck you'll net 
a pile of candy wrappers, cigar butts, water bot­
tles. This is what you get when you muck out the 
cab of one of McCormick's rigs. 

ed firing wildly from a 
berm 200 meter west of the actual 
contact. The 5-ton gun truck from 
the 1487th drove up and fired a few 
Mk 19 rounds. A Marine lieutenant 
walked up on the ramp and fired 
his pistol over the wall. Someone 
else fired an AT4. 

No one conducted a battle dam­
age assessment for three days. By 
that time, the bodies had been 
removed, leaving only blood trails. 
An Iraqi civilian and boy had been 
killed in the fighting. The soldiers 
on the gate claimed that the man 
had run out of the house with his 
boy, shooting. The soldiers did 
admit to killing four cows, one by a 
tank sabot round, but the village 
charged the Americans for 13. 

The guard towers had only sent 
three spot reports of mortar and 
small arms attacks during the peri­
od from 1220 to 1305 hours. In the 
context of the fighting that contin­
ued across the Sunni Triangle 
around them, others paid little 
attention to this fight. It was not 
even a blip on the radar screen of 
battles that weekend. The descrip­
tion of the enemy activity from 
McCormick and the crews suggest 

continued from page 20 
down that the tanks were on their 
way. Eby backed his HMMV off the 
ramp to make room for a tank. The 
Ml Abrams tank then replaced the 
gun truck on the ramp. It fired its 
main gun at the house and worked 
the ground in front with the coaxi­
al machinegun looking for any 
remaining resistance. Eby and 
Lehman passed out water and 
Gatorade to those around them 
and those in the tower. 

First Lieutenant Coad arrived near 
the first ramp right after hearing 
the Abrams fire its first two main 
gun rounds and saw it fire the third. 
He also saw tanks clustered around 
the main gate next to the Bradley. 
He dismounted and told Sergeant 
Crouthamel to take the men in the 
LMTV up to the wall. Coad then 
went to get a SitRep. The two towers 
were still engaged by insurgents in 
two houses outside the wall and 
along an irrigation ditch. The build­
ing to the far right was two-story 
and the insurgents could fire down 
into the staging area. Coad's battery 
commander and first sergeant went 
to the south gate. First Lieutenant 
Elrod tried to get the tank platoon to 
clear the road. 

The LMTV pulled up and Coad 
reinforced the first tower with an 
extra soldier. Since the colonel had 
control of the first tower, Coad took 
the LMTV to the next tower, several 
minutes away. He sent another sol­
dier up the second tower and 
learned that they had counted 13 
insurgents in black firing at them 
from the weeds. The crew of the 
Avenger said they had fired approx-

Things were getting out of con­
trol: Coad and McCormick had to 
pull some people off the wall. 
About that time, rounds started 
coming from behind them. Coad 
ran over and told an Engineer offi- Continued on page 58 
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MILITARY SURPLUS 
AUCTION!! ' ' •• 

S S M S 15
th' 16t h 17th aturday, unday, and on day eptem ber 

Red mar P1aza in Radcliff, KY, by Fort Knox Wuson Rd gate. 

Bidding done both on site and by the Internet - Need not be present to bid. 

The inventory takes over 17,000 sq ft of space stacked 3 to 5 foot high ! ! 
NEW 

Boots, Poplin 

Jackets, B1ack 

Coa t An Weather, 

Chemical Suits, 

Insulated boots, 

Tent Liners, m o re 

USED 

Boots, Shoes, 

BDU ' s, Mickey 

Mouse Boots, 

Chemical Suits, 

S 1eeping Bags, 

TA-50 items, 

and thousands of more items listed below. inal inventory not yet completed. 

NEW Clothin g Items: Over 2800 pairs o f blac k Boots , 30 Insula t e d Boots (Mickey Mouse boots) , ove r 2300 Che mical Suits 

(great for cold weathe r wear), 400 +blue AF Poplin J ack ets and more. 

U S E D Clothin g Item s : Over 1000 p a irs o f black Boots , 30+ ponc hos, OD wool hoods (Korean war era), 900 +ch em ical s uits , 

1350 +fie ld j ack e t line rs, 200 +new and used black Coat, A11 W eath e r, 100 +pairs of rubber overs hoes, hundreds of paj a m as, 

dozens of yellow PT suits, over 30 Desert BDU s hirts, rain gear, Medical Whites , over 130 0 Night Desert P arka Liners, 500 + 

black t oboggans, 15 winter and 50 s umm e r Cove ralls, 1000 +wool Pullover Sweaters, 20 +Dr ill S e rgeant Hats, field trousers 

a nd more. 

NEW Equipm en t : Dental field kit (complete) , 20 +Latrine Screen s complete sets with poles and pins, 200 +tarpaulin covers, 

over 89,000 W ater Proof G a s Mask Ptast l c B ags, over 14,000 paper foll B ags and 15 tent liners , 4 a djustable hospita l beds, 

wooden t e nt s t a k es and possible more Ite m s still not inventoried. 

USED Eq ulp ment: 6 GP Small T ent s, 2 GP Large T e nts, 5 KW G enerator, over 100 wool blankets , do zen s of mitten s hells 

with trigger finger, over 1400 .50 cal a mmo cans, over 300 20mm a mmo can s , over 400 .30 cal ammo cans, 50 +meta l large 
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continued from page 14 
trol, standby," followed by 
either a countdown from 
five, a short count from 
three, a command to com­
promise and fire, or to 
abort fire. 

Shock And Awe 
Toney said the com­

mand drills are performed 
in a series of coordinated 
actions and when per­
formed correctly, help 
achieve a shock and sur­
prise on an enemy. 

In week three, shooters 
continue their rigorous 
training schedule learning 
skills such as explosive 
window-breaching, aerial 
platform shooting and the 
use of .SO-caliber 
weapons. They also conquer the 
stress course, which tests their 
ability in firing, moving and main­
taining communication among 
team members. 

The Urban Sniper Course takes 
qualified snipers and allows them 
to hone their accuracy training, 
understand battlefield evolutions 

of warfare, and to execute success­
fully in a crisis situation. Will 
Rivera, a former scout observer 
with 1st Battalion, 10th Marine 
Regiment, 2nd Marine Division, 
took this training back to Rock Hill, 
where he serves as a patrol officer 
and S.W.A.T. team member. 

"I've completed two other civil-
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ian sniper schools, and this is far 
and beyond what S.W.A.T. mem­
bers learn anywhere else," Rivera 
said. "The instructors are extreme­
ly knowledgeable and thorough. 
The training here for long-range 
shooting is impeccable. Also, train­
ing at Camp Lejeune really brings 
back memories." 
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SOF Chronicles a 
Thrilling Saga of a 
Former U.S. Marine 
Who Helped Change 

the Course 
of its History 

By Dr. Martin lrass 
Photos: SOF Files 



"Death to 'fyrantsl!" 
"Death to 'fyrants" posters 

were plastered all over the 
SOF office during the bloody 
"Cold War". The same 
theme filled the graphic 
pages of Soldier of Fortune 
Magazine, the journal that 
prided itself on being the 
voice of American warriors 
risking their lives, as well 
as that of the oppressed. 

n, along with the rest of the SOF team (not shown), recon the North 
Pacific Ocean coast line of Nicaragua in early '80's on a Salvadorian navy 
patrol craft. Claflin advised the Salvadorian armed forces for nine years 
during the conflict with the communist guerrillas; went on combat ops that 
U.S advisors were prohibited from going on by the loons in Congress. 



(above) Claflin trained Salvo airborne bn 
in a number of specialties including use of 
night vision devices. 

(right) Salvo grunts were appreciative of 
SOF's help, as evidenced here where a SOF 
decal decorates the butt stock of an M-16. 

Since 1975, SOF had gained 
national notoriety through its 
graphic depictions of the car­
nage left on the blood-spattered 
battlefields of the Cold War. 

The .. Wild Bunch.·· 
SOF Style 

SOF publisher, Lt. Col. USAR, 
(Ret) Robert K. Brown, who had 
fought the Communist aggres-

sors during the Vietnam War, and his 
wild, colorful assortment of combat 
journalists, dubbed the SOF 'Wild 
Bunch' trotted around the globe, 
camera in one hand, gun in the other. 

During the 1970s, the SOF Wild 
Bunch were on the ground, report­
ing the events of the Rhodesian 
civil war, the Soviet sponsored war 
in Afghanistan, the U.S.S.R interfer­
ence in Lebanon, in Cambodia, in 
Burma, and a myriad of other glob­
al hotspots . 

Toward the end of that decade, 
the Cold War was again, as it had 
done in the 1960s Cuban Missile 
Crisis, edged far too close to home, 
creating a greater sense of geo­
graphical urgency than had the 
Vietnam War. Cuba and Nicaragua 
had fallen under the control of the 
Soviet Empire and as SOF saw it, El 
Salvador was next on the list of 
"dominoes" to fall , followed by 
Honduras and Guatemala. 

The Legend of The 
Bearded One 

The best known of those fighting 
the "forces of evil" was Harry 
Claflin- fearless, rough and 
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rugged. Harry may have had as 
much impact on the success of the 
American effort in El Salvador as 
any single American. 

I met many soldiers of fortune 
during those years, including Brits, 
French, South Africans and a num­
ber of Americans. The least memo- · 
rable were those who were legends 
in their own minds, boasting end­
lessly of their conquests, real or 
imagined. Some who had served 
from Rhodesia to South Africa, to 
Lebanon and beyond spoke matter 
of factly of their adventures. The 
most fascinating of all verbalized 
with their wary, piercing eyes, not 
saying much. They didn't have to­
they had fought ruthlessly in 
vicious battles and survived. Many 
of their opponents had not. 

Harry was an American, a former 
Marine, tall, lean, scraggy, and just 
plain mean. 

He served two tours in Vietnam 
as a member of the 1st Force 
Reconnaissance Company. After 
leaving the Marines, he worked 
overseas as a private contractor for 
four years as a weapons consultant 
for Agency for International 
Development (AID). He hired on 

with the U.S. State Department as a 
security consultant, providing 
security protection for government 
VIPs traveling abroad. 

At that time, Harry owned and 
operated Starlight Training Center 
in Liberal Missouri, which offered 
courses in outdoor survival, ranger 
type operations and parachute ops. 

His expertise was a perfect 
match with El Salvador's ill 
equipped Air Force and Army who 
needed all the help they could get. 

"The paratroopers were in effect, 
El Salvador's primary special oper­
ations, quick reaction force, and a 
natural attraction to SOF trainers, 

Claflin a former Marine 
Vietnam vet, ropes up a 
Salvo trooper in a Huey. 

most of whom have similar 
military backgrounds," 
Harry quickly discovered. 

Gearing Up For An 
Adventure 

I first met Harry in the 
mid 1980s in New Orleans 
when he was on his way 
back to El Salvador. He 
wandered absentmindedly 
in and out of the smoky 

bars along the decadent, crowded, 
noisy Bourbon Street at night, the 
thoughts behind his furrowed 
brows and piercing brown eyes 
gearing up for action. 

The ferocious, focused way that 
Harry attacked his lobster with his 
long sturdy fingers, his figure 
slightly bent over the table in a 
dimly lit restaurant on Bourbon 
Street, sent shivers up my spine. 

I figured that he was merely 
gearing up for the battlefield. At 
least, I sure hoped he was when he 
would occasionally clasp his two 
hands together so tightly that his 
knuckles turned white, as if they 
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were wrapped around a machine 
gun. He would absentmindedly 
pretend to aim at the ground, move 
his clutched hands from left to 
right and back, and mutter under 
his breath, "kill the cockroaches!" 

Maybe it was the vodka, I told 
myself, intrigued by the bearded 

Western style Crusader. He saw the 
partially eaten lobster on my plate, 
asked me gruffly if I was finished, 
grabbed it and attacked it with 
even more gusto than he had his 
own clawed feast, by now a pile of 
mutilated shells. 

We met Harry again in Fort Bragg 
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.San Miguel 

Throughout the conflict, commu­
nist guerrillas operated through 
large areas of El Salvador's coun­
tryside. Guns and ammo, shipped 
to Nicaragua by Cubans, Russians 
and North Vietnamese, were smug­
gled by land and sea from 
Nicaragua and through Honduras. 
In 1989, a twin-engine plane from 
Nicaragua crashed, loaded with 
Sam-7 missiles, which almost 
resulted in the Salvo air force 
bombing Managua. 

last fall, at a reunion of El Salvador 
vets sponsored by a member of the 
MILGROUP. The MILGROUP consisted 
of a team of 55 U.S. advisors at any 
one time that had been assigned to 
El Salvador to train the government 

Harry was an 
American., a 

former 
Marine., tan., 

lean., scraggy., 
and just plain 

mean. 

troops. Congress, in its infinite wis­
dom, had limited the team to avoid 
anotherVietnam-like escalation. 

His hair and beard were pep­
pered with gray, but I would have 
recognized him anywhere. You 
don't forget Harry. He still carried 



Claflin, left, oversees instruction on 
the M-79 grenade launcher. 

himself in that erect manner, full of 
self-confidence. He now had an 
aura of accomplishment about 
him, the restlessness subdued. He 
was a no bull, gripping storyteller. 

For three days, he recalled with 
nostalgia the near decade that he 
had spent fighting with the 
Salvadoran army against the 
guerillas. He was back in the jun­
gle, vividly and fondly remember­
ing every detail as if each had hap­
pened that day. 

His saga is that of how the war in 
El salvador was won; that of a ded­
icated anti-communist Cold 

Warrior - an untamed American 
soldier of fortune . 

The Smallest Country in 
Central America 
Explodes 

The twelve-year civil war in El 
Salvador was a culmination of five 
decades of violence riddled with 
coups and revolutions and gov­
ernment backed death squads 
that wreaked terror against their 
opponents . 

In 1931, Gen. Maximiliano Her­
nandez Martinez became ruler 
after a sucessful coup. The govern­
ment's oppression of the citizens 
during his 13 year rule was high­
lighted by the massacre of peas­
ants (La Matanza) who joined a 
resistance led by Communist Party 
chief Farabundo Marti. 30,000 were 
killed during the battle between 
Marti's band and Martinez's mili­
tary government. 

Oligarcial military dictatorships 
continued to rule in the coffee rich 
country until 1979, when a 
Revolutionary Government Junta 
(JRG), of military officials and civil­
ian politicans figures overthrew the 

While OPATT 
members got 

hung up in 
the political 
hullabaloo~ 

Harry had no 
doubts - the 

El Salvadorans 
were fighting 

off the 
Commies~ and 
they needed 

his help. 

military dictator General Humberto 
Romero, head of the conservative 
Party of National Conciliation. 

The U.S. administration of 
President Carter backed Jose 
Napoleon Duarte Fuentes, the exiled 
conservative political leader of the 
Christian Democratic Party. Duarte 
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Claflin-trained troops were aggressive and exceptionally effective. 

returned in 1980 to El Salvador to 
head the military regime. The U.S. 
authorized the largest economic aid 
package ever granted in the Latin 
Countries. 

Throughout the war, the United 
States poured nearly $5 billion of 
economic aid into the country and 
over $1 billion in military aid. The 
Salvadoran Air Force was the num­
ber one recipient. 

Catholic Archbishop Romero had 
become the most outspoken oppo­
nent of the government that con­
tinued to deploy 'death squads' to 
assassinate political opponents . 
Thousands were executed. He 
urged the soldiers in the strongly 
Catholic country to defy orders of 
the political elites and objected to 
U.S. military aid to the corrupt gov­
ernment. 

Catholic leaders in Latin America 
h ave traditionally wielded enor­
m ous influence. 

For instance, it was an El 
Salvadorian priest, Jose Matias 
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Delgado, who rang the bells of the 
Iglesia La Merced in a cry for inde­
pendence from Spain in 1811. 
Mexico and five Central American 
countries gained their independ­
ence after ten years of struggle. In 
1938, the Republica de El Salvador 
was formed . 

When !Bitter Grieving 
Explodes in Savage 
Violence 

In1980, a brutal bloodbath of a 
civil war erupted in the tiny, dense­
ly populated Republic of El 
Salvador, sandwiched in between 
Hondurus and Guatemala. One 
hundred thousand lost their lives 
in the blood baths before a truce 
was called. 

The twelve year civil war was 
triggered when Major Roberto 
D'Aubuisson, head of the Junta's 
military in telligence, ordered Arch­
bishop Romero's assassination. 

Over fifty thousand angry, griev­
ing country folks attended the 

SUPPORT THE TROOPS! 

funeral of the beloved martyr. The 
highly charged funeral procession 
erupted when a bomb exploded, 
followed by a fierce firefight 
between anti-government demon­
strators and military forces in San 
Salvador's Plaza of the Cathedral. 
Forty were killed, many of them 
crushed against a security fence as 
they fled the mayhem. 

Four U.S. nuns working in El 
Salvador, accused of treason 
against the government because of 
alleged leftist leanings, were sav­
agely raped and murdered the 
same year by government support­
ed thugs. 

The Carter Administration, tom 
between supporting a savage mili­
tary regime that snuffed out its 
opponents and the fear of the 
spread of Communism, suspended 
military aid to the junta govern­
ment. 

Five separate leftist guerilla groups 
united, forming the Marxist 
Farabundo Marti National Liberation 
Front (FMLN). The insurgents, con­
vinced that they had popular sup­
port, with ill placed confidence 
expecting a mass insurrection, 
launched an offensive against the 



government on January 10, 1981, just 
before President Reagan took office. 

Although the armed forces 
trounced the poorly armed and 
trained rebels, the FMLN's offen­
sive in 1981, which resulted in lim­
ited victories, alarmed the Ca;rter 
administration. 

National Interest 
Prevailed. 

The fear of the fall of the Central 
American countries to C mmunism 
overcame the revulsion with the 
way the military government in El 
Salvaam: tried to suppress popula_r 
opposition. Wi · in a V::':eek's time, 
the U.S. resumed aid to the-miJ.i,tai:y, 
junta to the 1lune of $10 million. 

In spite of its defeat, the FMLN 
received inte:qnational recognition 
and retained military strongholds 
in Chalatena.ngo and other depart­
ments, where it~ forces settled in 
for the long-drawn-out civil war. 
Before the end of the year, France 
and Mexico recognized the front as 
a political player. 

The staunch anti-Communism 
Reagan administration issued a 
special report, "Communist Inter­
ference in El Salvador" its first few 
weeks in office. The statement 
warned that the Soviet Union and 
Cuba were supporting and equip­
ping the FMLN in El Salvador, just 
as they had the Sandanistas in 
neighboring Nicaragua. 

Central America had become 
another violent Cold War proxy 
battleground. 

The Military Group Goes 
To War 

"El Salvador had a small armed 
force of approximately 10,000 mili­
tary personnel and seven thousand 
paramilitary police in 1980 when the 
war began. The army, the largest 
part of the armed forces, had 
approximately nine thousand sol­
diers organized into four small 
infantry brigades, an artillery battal­
ion,and a light armor battalion. The 
level of training was low ... there was 
no training or preparation for fight­
ing a counterinsurgency campaign. 
In short, it was an army that was not 
prepared for war," Airpower Journal 
summed up the shape of the rag tag 
El Salvadoran army in 1980. 

By 1984, the El Salvadoran armed 
forces numbered 42,000, thanks to 
the United States. Five U.S. Air Force 

officers were part of the 55 MILGROUP 
of advisers, along with several heli­
copter maintenance instructors. El 
Salvadoran troops were trained in the 
United States and at the Inter­
AIIJerican Air Force Academy (IAAFA) 
at:AlbrooR Field in Panama. 

As the U.S. Drags its 
Fe t SOF Jumps In 

That's where Harry, who main­
ly understood the word 'participa­
tory' in participatory journalism 
comes in. 

"Them is nothing the paltry 
group of 55 U.S. ilita:cy trainers in 
El Salvador can do about it but 
bitch among themselves and get 
on with the task despite the frus­
trations of having their hands tied 
by political consideration. Making 
waves might swamp the leaky boat 
in which the soldiers float through 
their assignment in Central 
America," the straight shooting 
Harry, not fond of political correct­
ness, told- SOF readers during the 
thick of the chaos in El Salvador. 

Oh. To Be 20· Years-Old 
For 9Vears 

Enter the private sector of 
American society- Soldier of 
Fortune training teams. 

SOF put Harry on the ground in El 
Salvador in 1984, then when he 
and the magazine parted ways, he 
worked for the El Salvador govern­
ment until the war was over and "it 
wasn' fun any more." 

"Why did I stay down there so 
long? Where else can you be 20 
years old for nine years?" Harry 
reflected. 

"Maybe it was the guilt of Viet 
Nam. Maybe I was making up for: 
our never having finished Viet 
Nam, of never seeing a proper end 
to a war. To me I was doing some­
thing important and got a certain 
amount of satisfaction of doing a 
goGajob"'." 

"The U. S. Participation was all 
about the dominoes effect," Harry 
relived in vivid detail his role in the 
El Salvador war, as if he had just 

_stepped out of the bush. 
"Nicaragua hacl fallen to the left­

ist Sa-ndanista who in turn sup­
ported the FMLN in El Salvador. The 
fear was that El Salvador would go 
next, and Mexico was in a mess of 
a shape and could easily fall. Then, 
of course, the Soviet Union would 
be in our back door," Harry, who 
had been involved in the guerrilla 
war longer than any single 
American began his animated tale 
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Claflin initiated training of 
elite units in rappelling from 
Huey's. 

of how the war was won. 
Including descriptions of 
incidents that haven't 
made the history books, 
which included the El 
Salvadoran Air Force's plan to 
bomb Managua. 

A Soldier of Fortune·s 
Impact 0111 Central 
America 

"I met RKB at a SOF convention 

in Las Vegas in 1984, and he 
asked me if I wanted to go to 
El Salvador to advise the 
Salvadoran military. I said yes 
without a hesitation," Harry 
remembered the meeting that 
launched the wildest adven­
ture of his life. 

In June 1984, Harry joined an 
SOF team that trained the 
Airborne Battalion-spear 

headed by 
its Deep 
Recon­
naissance 
Platoon 
headquar­
tered at 
Ilopango 
Air Force 
Base a few 
miles out­
side San 
Salvador. 

The Airborne Battalion had the 
right stuff, as it had just fought off 
a major insurgent attack on the 
hydroelectric dam at Cerron 
Grande, which provided over half 
of the country's electricity. 

The first tour lasted two weeks 
and the second one a few months. 
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"I returned to Ilopango during No­
vember and December as an SOF­
sponsored trainer. The battalion 
commander was glad to see me 
return and we quickly agreed on a 
curriculum concentrating on the 
Deep Reconnaissance Platoon, given 
my Marine Corps Force Recon com­
bat background," Harry said. 

A Subtle Invitation to 
the Battlefield 

''After I got back the second time, 
I got a call from RKB," Harry contin­
ued. 

"You want to go back? How long 
can you stay?" he barked in his 
gruff manner. 

'"How much?' I asked, as subtly. 
'"$1000 a month'," RKB roared 

back." 
"Hell, it didn't take much to live 

in El Salvador and I decided to give 
it a try. I had been all over the 
world, in Viet Nam, in India and 
other parts of Asia, in Europe, and 
it was time to try something new,'' 
he recalled. 

"Everything was in a shambles 
when I first got down there. I had to 
help them with the military's 

Continued on page 58 
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Farnam's Gunslinger Diary 
By John Garnam 

Battery-Powered Optics 
A LE friend and range officer has had EOTech on his 

duty-AR for more than a year. It has run just fine all 
that time, serving well. During a recent range exercise, 
the illuminated reticle on the EOTech started blinking, 
indicating low power. He routinely carries spare batter­
ies, so he popped in two new ones. To his dismay, the 
sight would now not even tum on! 

On the way home, he was deciding how to ship his 
EOTech back to the factory for repair, figuring it was inevit­
able. However, when he got home he decided to check all 
his batteries. The original two were a year old, and, sure 
enough, on his battery tester they showed themselves to be 
nearly dead. Not surprising. What was surprising was that 
nearly all his spares tested mostly dead as well, including 
the two with which he had replaced the original two! 

Bottom line was that his entire supply of "spare" bat­
teries was stone dead, and he never suspected it! Such 
a simple thing could have had serious ramifications 
under the right circumstances. He learned, and we all 
should know, that just because batteries are not being 
used doesn't mean they are retaining power. Old batter­
ies, even when still in the original packing, may be just 
as dead as batteries that have been in constant use. 

Lesson: TEST- DON'T GUESS! It has been said that the 
next great world conflagration will be won by the civiliza­
tion with the best battery technology. I suspect that is 
profoundly true. Batteries are the weak point of all pow­
ered optics, and one must know, not just hope, that 
"spare" batteries are good to go. "Old" batteries are bad 
news, even when they've done nothing but sit on a shelf! 

I am persuaded that many of the "problems" that 
have been reported with EOTechs and Aimpoints are 
actually battery related. 

Hi· Viz Pistol Sights And Trifocals! 
This weekend, we had a student in a pistol class in Ohio 

who came to us wearing trifocals and carrying a G21. His 
pistol had the standard, Glock white-dot front sight. 

He had great difficulty finding his front sight on var­
ious targets, and he was able to make little improve­
ment. Finally, on Sunday, Vicki suggested he shoot her 
SIG239/DAK/9mm.It is set up with a light-gathering Hi­
Viz front sight and a standard, SIG, rear night-sight. 
What a difference! 

The green, Hi-Viz sight was easy for him to make out 
through his glasses, and he immediately realized a sig­
nificant increase in hits, eventually passing our test. 

The latest generation of Hi-Viz sights is much 
improved. Now imperious to solvents, ruggedized, and 
resistant to deforming due to heat, they are obviously a 
real boon to those of us with vision challenges. 

They surely made a positive difference with this 
shooter! 

Hi-Viz 
970 407 0426 
www.hivizsights.com 

Reverse-Feeds 
Fortunately, this phenomenon is rare, but I've seen it 

happen spontaneously several dozen times. It happened 
again last week when we were doing a Pistol Course in 
Pittsburgh. A shooter attempted to rack the slide of his 
auto-loading pistol to the rear, but he got his support-hand 
too far forward. As the live round, or empty case, ejected, 
it hit his hand, flipped around, and then dropped back into 
the receiver. As the slide then came forward, the round, or 
case, is fed into the chamber backwards, i.e., base first! 

Of course, the slide subsequently fails to go into bat­
tery, and our "Tap-Rack-Resume" technique avails us 
nothing. Even our extended stoppage-reduction tech­
nique is not efficacious, as running the slide back and 
forth simply pounds the reversed/wedged case further 
into the chamber than it was at the start of the incident. 

The result is a pistol that is out of action, at least for 
the short term. 

The wedged case will have to be pounded back out, 
via a range-rod, from the muzzle end. It can surely be 
done, but not quickly. 

Why even bring this up? Because it bolsters our argu­
ment for routinely carrying a backup-gun. Most "stop­
pages" are easily and quickly reduced via our "emer­
gency-action" procedure, one that is taught in a similar 
manner by nearly every instructor I know. 

A "stoppage" is, of course, an unscheduled interrup­
tion in the normal "cycle-of-operation" of our weapon. 
However, students need to know that, although most 
common stoppages are easily reducible, there are 
some, like a reverse-feed, that are not and will 
adamantly refuse to be fixed by any stoppage-reduc­
tion technique that is commonly taught. 

For these, admittedly rare, occurrences, only a back­
up gun will get you back into the fight quickly. 

Who thinks he needs to carry a gun, probably needs to 
carry two! 

WARNING AND DISCLAIMER: Any content in this publication, including tech­
nical data, reports of any activities, information, events and circumstances 
under controlled situations and under supervised control have not been test­
ed nor approved nor were under the control of Soldier of Fortune Magazine. 
Reports are transmitted from independent sources to which SOF has no super­
vision nor control. The data is transmitted for reporting events by the author. 
Soldier of Fortune Magazine, its agents, officers, consultants nor any other 
individual or entity reject any and all responsibility for any reporting in this 
publication. Any reports in this publication do not provide detail for compre­
hensive safety techniques, training techniques, training precautions that are 
absolutely essential for any covered or similar activity. The reader MUST not 
attempt any reported activity, technique or use of equipment based upon any 
reports in this publication. Comprehensive training, guidance and supervision 
is always necessary when engaging in any activity of which any report in this 
publication mentions or gives any reference to. 

52 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ~ SUPPORT THE TROOPS! 



• • I I 
IF YOU WANT BODY.AK.MOK POLICE * MILITARY 

TOMORROW. ORDER TODAY! Civilian Inst:rnct:or 

F.B.I. Reports, 80% of police officers 
killed in the line of duty would have 

survived wearing body armor 

Middle Bast, Middle Alllerica 

~ 
~ Model:SWN 

Smith&\\esson 

IDENTIFY YOURSELF 

Largest Selection of 
Bail Enforcement Gear 

in the USA 

l •• www.maxarmo..-y.com 
6601 Lyons Roc:1d D - 1. Coc::onu1" Creek. FL 33073 
Best Price * Best Quality * Best Selection * Best Delivery 

Send a 
Subscription 

to your 
Favorite 
Warrior! 

'QI 
~ 

~/ '~ 
Call 800-999-9718 

or log on to 
www.sofmag.com 

Best Guarantee * We Deliver What Others Prolllise 

PRDfESSIDNAl lDCKSMITHING TDDlS 
MONTHLY SPECIAL 

RECEIVE A COMBINATION SET 
(INCLUDES 5 ITEMS) 

1-MD-16 DELUXE SET $59.95 

1- SCHALGE WAFER SET $29.95 

1-SESAMEE DECODER 

1- WKS PICKS 

$17.95 

$9.95 

~R 

Catalog $3.00 - FREE with order. Allow three weeks 
delivery on personal check orders. Money Orders ship 
same day received. 
9 All major credit cards accepted. 

The law requires au purchases be made in good faith. wilhoul 
make believe or fraud by genuine persons within the industry. 

FOLDING POCKET PICKSET 

~r~.,-~J This folding knife 
set has the 

------ smallest handle 
of any tool of this 
type and yet 

'---=::::..--......1 holds 6 picks and 
a tension tool. Its only 1/4 thick and 
3 inches long. The housing has a 
removable pocket clip, and a hole 
for those who like ~ 
the key ring option. ~ 

Send Payment To: 
STEVE ARNOLD'S GUN ROOM 

P.O. Box 68, Dept. SF08 
Dexter, OR 97431 
(541) 726-6360 

www.gun-room.com 
Postage & handling SS.DO. Overseas postage add 

30% ol total. Must be 18 years of age. 
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-INSTANT 

D-LEASH.COM 

Improving on 
Glock Perfection 
Lone Wolf Custom Barrels and Conversions 

Make the Best Even Better 

Text and Photos by D. C. Hartman 

Lone Wolf custom barrels for Glock 
pistols are finely made from the 
best materials. 

"You can't shoot 9mm ammo in a 
Glock 40!" 

"Wanna' bet?" 
I contacted the folks at Lone Wolf 

Distributors (L.W.D.) in Old Town, 
Idaho and have received quite an 
education. I'm not brand new to 
Glock pistols (having shot, worked 
on maintained and owned more 
th~n my fair share of the Plastic 
Fantastics), and neither is Lone Wolf. 

Lone Wolf sent me several bar­
rels to compare and contrast with 
the Glock products. I must admit to 
being a confirmed Glock-a-holic 
and I'm proud of it. The Lone Wolf 
stainless-steel cut rifling Glock 
barrel's left-hand twist takes some 
getting used to while cleaning, 
because the Glock polygonal pro­
file leans to the right, but it's no big 
deal once you re-train your wrist. 

The Glock polygonal rifling, 
which I refer to as the squeeze­
bore, works wonderfully well with 
most projectiles. But if you shoot 
lead or plated bullets, you will 
much prefer the cut rifling in the 
Lone Wolf product, because it gets 
a better grip on the bullet. 

A close examination of Lone­
Wolf's barrels will reveal a much­
improved feed ramp profile, which 
offers a more fully supported 
chamber, giving hotter loads more 
case support. SAAMI-spec loads 
will seldom need this feature, but 
+P fodder will. One wonders if 

Glock will follow Lone Wolf's 
lead in this area. Please note that 
I've never seen a SAAMI spec or 
even +P load blow in a Glock, but 
it doesn't hurt to more fully sup­

port a chambered case to provide 
an extra margin of safety. 

Apples vs. Apples 
I did some tests using both bar­

rels in my Glock 22. Both per­
formed very well, with the edge 
going to the L.W.D. product. The 
Lone Wolf tube shot 1" higher, no 
big deal, as the competent ~hooter 
will pattern each barrel with the 
weapon's sights. Of course, the pro­
fessional will test each load, barrel, 
part, sight and magazine with t~e 
individual weapon. Not to do so is 
foolhardy to the extreme. 

If a weapon is not reliable or 
accurate, I'm not interested. I'm 
continually amazed when some­
one tells me their weapon is reli­
able most of the time!? The good 
news is that both barrels per­
formed flawlessly. Perhaps mach­
inist-fit custom barrels might pro­
duce slightly smaller groups, but 
the drop-in Lone Wolf tubes gave 
me a slight edge in accuracy 
almost across the board. 

Featuring land-and-groove rifling to 
better serve unjacketed or plated 
bullets, Lone Wolf produces a vari­
ety of calibers and variations includ­
ing ported or threaded barrels. 
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Lone Wolf custom barrels are built 
to very tight tolerances for 
enhanced accuracy with no sacri­
fice in reliability. 

9 mm I .40 S&W 
Personally I can think of no rea -

son why I would want to stuff 9mm 
ammo into my Glock 22, 23 or 27, 
unless 9mm ammo was the only 
fodder available. But that alone is a 
valid reason to be able to do so. 
Lone Wolf recommends using 9mm 
Glock mags when shooting 9mm 
ammo, but the .40 mags worked 
every time I tried them. 

L.W.D. offers a dizzying array of 
barrels that can be purchased in 
extended, ported, or threaded con­
figurations for the discriminating 
Glock shooter. Gem-tech has 
approved Lone-Wolf barrels for use 
with their suppressors. 

G-35 I .357 SIG 
I just had to test the company's 

.357 SIG barrel in my favorite Glock 
35 practical tactical, a configura -
tion not offered by the Austrian 
company. 

This thing flat shoots, and shoots 
flat! Working out at ranges that 
would damage anyone's credibility, 
this combo leaves nothing to be 
desired. Using almost any load, hits 
can be made reliably at several hun­
dred yards. I should note that loads 
from Federal, Winchester, Reming­
ton and Cor-Bon all performed to 
expectation and then some. Choose 
the ones that best fit your needs. 

Lone Wolf's complete Glock 
Reference guide is the most 
informative manual I've ever read 
and whatever you do, don't even 
think of opening their 80 page cat­
alog unless you've got a couple of 
hours to spare. If it's made to fit in, 
on, around or near a Glock, these 
guys stock it and their crew is 
amazingly helpful and easy to talk 
to. This catalog offers products 
from more than 65 manufacturers. 

I've always been concerned about 
the R.A.M. concept: If a weapon isn't 
Reliable, parts Attainable and 
Maintainable I'm not interested. 
Lone Wolf Distributors and Glock 
ensure the R.A.M. concept. 

I spend time in New Mexico and 

Texas where the state police 
and the department of public 

safety issue the .357 SIG. The 
N.M.P.S. carries the Glock and the 

Texas D.P.S. the SIG. Both report 
phenomenal success if the bullets 
are properly placed. Remember, 
shooting things is just like selling 
real estate; the key is location, loca­
tion, location. There is no substi­
tute for accuracy. 

If you can't control the intense .357 
SIG cartridge, drop back to the .40 
S&W 165-grain deferral Hydra-Shok 
round. If you can't control that combo, 
come back to the 9mm cartridge. 

My only cautionary note would 
have you use great care when 
switching calibers, barrels and 
magazines. Shooting a 9mm round 
in a .40 might prove disastrous, as 
would shooting a .357SIG in a 
.40S&W. In practice, you won't like 
the results. On the street the 
results could easily prove fatal. 

It's really cool to be able to shoot 
.40S&W, .357SIG and 9mm ammo 
from the same basic weapon, 
whether it's a Glock 35, 22, 23 or 27. 
If one adds the .22lr kit from advan­
tage arms in Valencia, California, or 
the Ciener product from Cape 
Canaveral, Florida you would own 
the ultimate handgun combo. With 
this kit you can practice your Glock 
trigger and sights and pay for it in a 
few shooting sessions. 

If I knew of a better weapons sys­
tem than Glock's , I'd carry it. Lone 
wolf distributors have given me 
several new ways to improve upon 
perfection. 

CONTACTS 
Lone Wolf Distributors, Inc., 

DeptSOF 
P.O. Box 3549 
Oldtown, ID 83822-3549 
208-437-0612 
www.lonewolfdistributors.com 

Advantage Arms, Dept. SOF 
25163 West Ave., Stanford 
Valencia, CA 91355 
www.advantagearms.com 

Jonathan Arthur Ciener, Inc., 
Dept SOF 

8700 Commerce Street 
Cape Canaveral, Florida 3292 
321-868-2200 
www.22lrconversions.com 

ONE STOP~ KNIFE SHOP 
www.on estopknifeshop.com 

MAXPEDITION 
........... .._JUMBO VERSIPACK 

ccw I BUG OUT 
SHOULDER BAG 

REG. PRICE: $)l2:9:!;f 
ON SALE: $78.99 

UNIVERSAL HOLSTER: $9.99 
PART #: MAX-JUMBO 

REG. PRICE:~ 
ON SALE: $65.99 
PART #: CR-1130 (PLAIN EDGE) 
CR-1131 (PART SERRATED} 

SUPER FAST 
EMERSON WAVE OPENING 
PART# SC-10PGYW 

REG. PRICE: ~ 
ON SALE: $59.99 

KERSHAW 

(PLAIN EDGE) 
KS-1725-ST (PART. S~ __.... 

REG. PRICE: $~ 
ON SALE: $53.99 

COLONIAL KNIFE 
...ui~=~ M724 PARATROOPER 

OFFICIAL ISSUE! 
ORANGE HANDLE 
PART#: CKC·M724-0R 

AUTOMATIC 

REG. PRICE: $)l:9;9!{ 
ON SALE: $59.99 

BENCH MADE 

BLACK OR SILVER 
PLAIN EDGE OR PART SERR. 
PART#: BM-14700 

HK 14700 
AUTOMATIC 

REG. PRICE: $1)lo;o:l:( 
ON SALE: $100.00 

ORDER ONLINE OR CAU JOU FREE: 
1.866.BUY.1 SKS 

ORDER TOLL FREE (1.866.289.1757) 
INFO L INE: 1.502.671.5510 

MONDAY· FRIDAY 10AM EST- 6PM EST 
VISA - MASTERCARD - DISCOVER • MONEY ORDER 

•••••No PERSONAL CHECKS!••••• 
SORRY, WE DON'T HAVE A PAPER CATALOG! 

ONESTOPKNIFESHOP.COM 

MAILING ADDRESS: 340 PRODUCTION COURT 

LOUISVILLE KY 40299 
(INCLUDE $10 FOR UPS GROUND SHIPPING) 

ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE 
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4.5" BLADE BRAND KNIVES 

Available in Block, OD, Desert Sand 
Round or Oval grip. 

ESA 937-644-2170 
www.esa-swords.com 
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~ 
20 big acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starling at 
$19,950.00. Trout fishing, backpacking, camping, Elk, 
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FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
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TREASURE STATE RANCHES 
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continued from page 38 
the insurgents were 
moving into position 
to attack at the time 
they pulled up on the 
berms. It is quite pos­
sible the insurgents 
had studied the guard 
activity and anticipat­
ed that the Avengers 
would be absent dur­
ing lunchtime. Quite 
possibly, they planned 
to move into position 
right after the 
Avengers left, then 
attack. The distance of 
the two towers indi­
cated the scale of the 
attack. Early in the 
fight all the rocket 
and mortar fire was 
directed at breaching 
the wall, which they 
failed to do. Only later 

MSR Tampa is a busy - and heavily attacked - thoroughfare. A week before this story took 
place, the 724th POL Company lost seven from a convoy of 19 fuel tankers. 

in the fight did they drop a couple 
mortar rounds behind the wall into 
the marshalling yard. The impacts 
did no damage. 

The Stitch In Time 
The quick arrival of the 1487th 

/OUTHORD 

Precision, professional locksmith tools. Fully 
hardened spring stainless steel picks. Closes 
into to a fully self-contained tool that can be 
carried in the pocket or on a key ring! 

JPXS-6 Alloy Handle $39.50 
JPXS·6F Fiberglass Handle $23.95 
Shipping additional (per order) $5.85 

CHECK, MONEY ORDER, VISA, MASTERCARD, 
AMERICAN EXPRESS, OPTIMA 

Cal/, email, or wrffe for our free catalog 

Southern Ordnance 
PMB 280 

380 South SR 434 # l 004 
Altamonte Springs, FL 32714 

Phone Toll Free: 877-667-7292 Phone: 407-774-7078 
Fox Toll Free: 800-854-1930 Fox: 810-821-8263 

Email: soles@soulhord.com 
www.southord.com 

TC "Zebra" gun truck upset the 
enemy plans and began the fight 
before the attackers were in posi­
tion. The majority of the soldiers, 
which included elements of six 
companies, watched in awe for 45 
minutes as a handful perhaps as 
few as 10 truck drivers defended 
the south wall at BIAP, but did not 
join the battle. Few knew who the 
gun trucks belonged to, but credit­
ed them with saving BIAP from 
being overrun that Easter Sunday. 

They would later learn they had 
defeated a larger-than-thought 
force of radical Shiite cleric, 
Muktada al Sadr. The timing of al 
Sadr's uprising was the week lead­
ing up to an important Christian 
holiday, Easter; it was also the 
anniversary of the fall of Baghdad, 
and at a point after veteran 
Coalition units had been replaced 
by fresh units . 

According to the truck drivers 
who witnessed the battle, the gun 
trucks had beaten back a well­
organized and determined enemy 
attack. After this fight, the crew of 
the Zebra rested up and made four 
escort runs into the Green Zone on 
Easter Sunday 2004 - and each 
time met an ambush, and each 
time they fought through them. 
Few of the truck drivers had never 
been under sustained fire for that 
long - they usually cleared the kill 
zone as fast as they could. 

The fight at the wall was the 
same as any other for McCormick's 
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men. During the previous ambush, 
the Zebra remained in the kill zone 
for 45 minutes. The story of the gun 
trucks on the ramp, particularly the 
striped one, circulated among the 
truck drivers and grew into legend. 

SSG Stewart, SGT Butler, SGT 
Lehman and SGT Eby received a 
BSM with V for the defense of BIAP 
and SGT Gregg picked up an 
ARCOM with V. McCormick and his 
crew went unrecognized for their 
valor and initiative. Dewey's crew 
received commander's coins. 

An Idea Whose 
Time Has Come 

The Easter weekend ambushes 
led command to recognize the need 
for gun truck companies. The 375th 
Transportation Group in Kuwait 
organized the 518th Combat Gun 
Truck Company (Provisional) and 
McCormick was hand-picked to be 
its XO and develop its tactical SOP. 
Four of the crew of his Zebra had 
been wounded that week in April, 
causing Noble to joke that anyone 
who rode with McCormick was 
guaranteed to get his Purple Heart. 
Counting the one Purple Heart he 
earned during Operation Desert 
Storm, McCormick finished this 
war with a total of th ree. 
Nonetheless, his entire crew volun­
teered to follow him to the 518th. 

Good leaders seldom have any 
trouble finding good men to follow 
their lead. 



New, Free DVD puts you front row and center stage at a live 
2 112-day Target-Focus™ Training workshop ... 

''How To Survive 
The Most Critical 5 Seconds 

Of Your Life'' 
"For me, a veteran of the martial arts and a medical professional Target-Focus 

Training was just as spectacular. I heard explanations that would befit a trauma 
specialist and learned principles that most martial arts masters save for their advanced 
black belts. Without cloaking techniques in mysticism, without diluting the realities of 
combat in a sporting format and without sacrificing safety for realism, Larkin and his 
men delivered an uncompromising course on the intelligent and responsible use of 
violence." Mark Cheng, L.Ac. 

Columnist & Contributing Editor, Black Belt Magazine 

I 
magine yourself face to face with: 
• 3 hoodlums circling your car, 
• A 6-inch blade of steel pressed against 

your throat, 
• A gun barrel to your bead, or 
• 2 guys who've just broken into your 

home ... 

If you can't handle any 
of these situations ... 

rare inside look at a live Target-Focus 
Training workshop and see exactly how the 
the #1 self-defense system in the world gives 
you the tools to handle this type of violence ... 
regardless of your size, speed, strength, 
athletic ability or conditioning. 

What makes TFT different from all other 
"me too" programs is the fact it's ... 

lets you prove to yourself why everything 
you've just read is true. 

And the best part ... it's FREE! You risk 
nothing except a small shipping & handling 
fee. 

Look, I'm not asking you to believe 
anything at this time. All I'm asking you to do 

right now is withhold 

- Without freezing, 
- Without needing to 

"Violence Is Rarely The Answer. 
judgment until you get 
your hands on this new 
video. 

"get ready," 
-Without mentally 

sorting through your prior 
training toolbox to pick 

But When It Is ... It's The Only Answer." One last thing: 
since this is only a test 
to see if the DVD really 
helps explain the TFT 

Tim Larkin, creator, Target-Focus Training 
the one thing you must do 
in each specific situation, 

... and do it all within 5 seconds, then ... 

You Could Easily Wind Up 
As ... Toast! 

That's because 5 seconds is about all you've 
got. It 's bow long a 'real' fight lasts. If you 
haven't taken out some thug by then, the odds 
go dramatically against you. 

Right now, I'm betting you've got a pretty 
good gut feel as to whether your current 
training would instantly kick in and bail you 
out of a violent confronation ... or leave you 
hesitating and unsure. Understand ... there's no 
margin for error. 

If you're confident... tum the page. If not, 
you now have a unique opportunity to gain a 

The Only System 
Ever Modeled 

On Asocial Criminal Behavior ... 
... the kind of violence you MUST know how 
to handle if you're ever face-to-face with it! 

With TFT, there aren't lOO's of different 
memorized techniques. Face it, you're smart 
enough to know that since violence is random 
you can't begin to practice for everything that 
'might' possibly happen to you. Instead, this 
system is based on a handful of easily mastered 
FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES that you 
instantly apply to fill)'. type of violent assault. 

If all this seems surprisingly simple ... it is. 
That's the secret to why TFT has worked for 
everyone from an 80-year-old grandmother to 

a Spec Op operative. And it's why it can 
work for you too ... regardless of your 
background or ability. 

Target-Focus Training Master Instructors demonstrate to a live 
training class simple yet devastatingly effective movements which 
you can learn and immediately use -· regardless of your size, 
speed, strength or athletic ability. FREE DVD 

Reveals Kick-Ass 
Fighting Secrets 

Look, I know this is hard to believe. 
And it doesn't help that it's even more 
difficult to explain here in words. The 
best thing ... is to SEE it for yourself. 

Unti l now, that meant attending a 
TrFT live training seminar or ordering 
a full video series. But now a new DVD 

system, we've 
duplicated just a limited number of copies. By 
the time you read this, some of those are gone. 
To get your copy go to 
www.sofreedvd.com or call 
888-234-2192. Or just fill out the coupon 
below and mail it today. If we 're out of the 
FREE DVDs, we'll notify you by mail. Don 't 
wait around. Grab your copy now. 

-------------------0 Yes, please send my FREE Target-Focus 
Trai11i11g seminar DVD and Report, "How To 
Survive The Most Critical 5 Seconds Of 
Your Life." I pay only a small $4.97 
shipping and handling fee. 
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Expiration Date: ________ _ 
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Mail to: TFT Group, 325 E Washington St, 
#207, Sequim, WA 98382 USA 

FREE: "Secrets For Staying Alive When Rules 
Don't Apply" at: www.targetfocustralnlng.com 
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ing a Vietnam War anniversary spe­
cial on C-Span a few years ago (per­
haps in 2001, before 9/11). One of 
the distinguished panel members 
was the venerable and aged Henry 
Kissinger. When asked directly by 
one of the members if there was 
any truth to the tales of POWs left 
behind, he replied something like, 
"Based on what we know now and 
what we knew then and other 
information, we did indeed leave 
many behind." I don't know if he 
referred to Laos, where it was fairly 
certain even at the time that all 
were left behind (except for those 
captured in Laos by N. Viet troops 
as noted above) or if he was refer­
ring also to those thought left in 
North Vietnam. However, those 
words were as close as I've ever 
heard from a senior government 
official (since the testimony of DIA 
chief Tighe after he retired) that 
there is official knowledge/accept­
ance of the existence ofleft-behind 
POWs. 

I was somewhat surprised when 
I checked the news media the next 
day to find no mention of what I 

considered a major admission. 
I guess no one really cared any 

more .... 
LTC. Dana Drenkowski, USAR (Ret.), 

longtime SOFer returned to active duty 
after 9/ 11 for five years, including one 
tour in Iraq . 

Situational Awareness 
The picture of the two troops 

changing a magazine on the cover 
of your July 07 edition says it was 
taken "during a firefight" (I imagine 
that means as opposed to being a 
posed hoo-yah photo). As an old 
soldier who now wears hearing aids 
in both ears as a result of years of 
helicopters, military aircraft, and 
gunfire, I certainly understand the 
value of hearing protection. For the 
life of me, however, I can't imagine 
how one would wear ear-plugs dur­
ing operations without sacrificing 
substantial situational awareness. 
My other comment is that those of 
us who had the option generally 
eschewed trying to be the prime 
mover of a two-legged armored 
vehicle and preferred the nimble­
ness and mobility that came with 
leaving the armor behind ("running 
recon" occasionally but the empha-
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sis on the "running."). 
VR, John Conley 

It's hard to tell from the photo, but 
most troops - and other shooters -
~ear hearing protection these days, 
including plug type, that allows nor­
mal hearing - thus preserving situa­
tional awareness - but reacts to sud­
den, loud noises such as gunfire or 
explosions - thus preserving your 
hearing. 

DSC or MoH from the 
Eight-Klick Kill Zone? 

Has Spc. Jonathon Kephart been 
put in for the DSC or MoH? From 
this article by the Warrior who was 
there and commanding, it would 
appear the DSC is more than 
earned and a sound case for the 
MoH can be made. I believe that if 
this action by Kephart h ad 
occurred in WW II, Korea, or Viet 
Nam, the MoH would have been 
awarded without question. I would 
like to know the status of any such 
Honors to be awarded to Spc. 
Jonathon Kephart, posthumously, 
and to his surviving family. 

Sincerely, 
Milton J. Schick 
Infinite Space Systems, Inc. 

SOG 

We Few 
By 

Nick Brokhausen 



Christie & Christie® Super 
10122 Stock Set 
RGR-102 ... $149.97 

(Buyer's Club $134.97) 

Tactical Light Set 
LIGHT-119 ... $24.97 

America's Ultimate 
Shooting Sports 
Discounter 

(Buyer's Club $22.47) 

Russian 8x42mm AK 
Sniper Scope 

SCP-111 ... $249.97 
(Buyer's Club $224.97) 

Lula® AR-15 
Mag Loader 

ARR-139 ... S24.97 
(Buyer's Club $22.47) 

Camo Utility Rope 75' 
ROPE-110 ... $5.50 

(Buyer's Club $4.95) 

Pro-Gold 
Lubricant 
CLN-149 ... $5.97 (Buyer's Club $5.37) 

MAGAZINES 
Oescril!tion Item # 

AR-15 .223 
Aluminum 20 Rds. MAG-064 
Steel 20 Rds. MAG-062 
Aluminum 30 Rds. MAG-072 
Steel 30 Rds. MAG-070 
Teflon 30 Rds. MAG-065 
Orltie, Bushmaster, 30 Rds. MAG-790 
Orlite 30 Rds. MAG-105 
Steel 40 Rds. MAG-080 
Drum 90 Rds. MAG-055 

Mini-14 .223 
Blue, 5 Rds. MAG-388 
Nickel Plated 10 Rds. MAG-384 
Ruger Factor~, 20 Rds. MAG-390 
Blue steel, 20 Rds. MAG-387 
Blue steel, 30 Rds. MAG-392 
Blue steel 40 Rds. MAG-395 

Ruger10/22 
Ruger, 10 Rds. MAG-419 
Butler Creek, 25 Rds. MAG-412 
Eagle, 30 Rds., Smoke MAG-416 
Ramline, 50 Rds., Smoke MAG-417 

SKS 7.62x39 
Blue steel, 5 Rds. MAG-610 
Blue steel, 10 Rds. MAG-615 
Blue steel 20 Rds. MAG-630 
Blue steel 30 Rds. MAG-631 
Blue steel, 40 Rds. MAG-632 

Chii;i McCormick 1911 
Officer1 Stainless1 7 Ads. MAG-275 
Standard, Stainless, 8 Rds. MAG-277 
Standard, Blue, 8 Rds. MAG-282 

Colt 1911 .45 Auto 
Blue 7 Rds. MAG-270 
Stainless Steel, 7 Rds. MAG-269 
Blue 15 Rds. MAG-280 
Stainless Steel, 10 Rds. MAG-264 

Glock Factor~ 
.45, Model 21, 13 Rds. MAG-250 

Price 

$15.97 
12.97 
11.97 
11 .97 
16.97 
19.97 
9.97 

12.97 
129.97 

~9.97 
17.97 
49.97 

9.97 
11 .97 
14.97 

$17.97 
19.97 
11.97 
29.97 

$17.97 
14.97 
16.97 
18.97 
24.97 

$15.97 
15.97 
11.97 

$7.97 
7.97 

12.97 
19.97 

$22.97 

Lake City .223 
M855 SS109 Penetrator, 

62 Grain, 20 Rounds 
AMM-223 ... $9.49 

(Buyer's Club $9.02) 

:'\ ~--

!) : a~'.:.'.~··~: 
Wolf® 7.62x39 HP 
122 Grain, 20 Rounds 

AMM-649 ... $4.29 
(Buyer's Club $4.08) 

Wolf® 9mm FMJ 
115 Grain, 50 Rounds 

AMM-420 ... $9.08 
(Buyer's Club $8.63) 

S&B® .223 FMJ 
55 Grain, 20 Rounds 

AMM-229 ... $7.63 
(Buyer's Club $7.25) 

S&B®.45 FMJ 
230 Grain, 50 Rounds 
AMM-507 .. . S17.27 

(Buyer's Club $16.41) 

Federal® Hydra-Shok 
9mm JHP 

124 Grain, 50 Rounds 
AMM-407 ... $21.97 

(Buyer's Club $20.87) 

Bamual® .223 HP 
62 Grain, 20 Rounds 

AMM-243 ... $5.97 
(Buyer's Club $5.67) 
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H&K Cleaning Kit 
CLN-015 ... $6.97 

(Buyer's Club $6.27) 

AR-15 Brass Catcher 
Mesh Bag 

ARR-033 ... S9.97 
(Buyer's Club $8.97) 

Electronic Hearing 
Protection 

EAR-109 ... $19.97 
(Buyer's Club $17.97) 

Heavy Duty 
Throwing Knives 
Pair of two 8'12'' knives 

and sheath 
DBA-241 ... $17.97 

(Buyer's Club $16.17) 

MRE Meals 
Ground Shipments Only 

Non-returnable 
MRE-125 ... $59.97 

(Buyer's Club $53.97) 

MOLLE Open 
Top Triple AR-15 

Mag Pouch 
MOLLE-129 .. . $11.97 
(Buyer's Club $10.77) 

MOLLE Level Ill 
Assault Pack 

PACK-125 ... $39.97 
(Buyer's Club $35.97) 

9 oz. Leather 
Billy Club 

ZBB-028 .. . $9.97 
(Buyer's Club $8.97) 

3-9x42mm, AR-15 
Sniper Reticle Scope 

SCP-314 .. . $69.97 
(Buyer's Club $62.97) 

AR-15 Scope 
and Mount 

SCP-525 ... S59.97 
(Buyer's Club $53.97) 

Silhouette Target 
25x38", Package of 20 
TARGET-009 ... S8.97 
(Buyer's Club $8.07) 

Punisher Sword 
DBA-456 ... S12.97 (Buyer's Club $11.67) 

.40, Model 23, 13 Rds. MAG-245 22.97 
9mm, Model 19, 15 Rds. MAG-248 22.97 

Square Deal Shipping! Buyer's Club Members Save Up To 10%! 

MAG-249 22.97 

MOLLE Fleet Anti-Terrorism 
Security Team Vest 

MOLLE-634 ... $59.97 
(Buyer's Club $53.97) 
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Super Deluxe 

61 Piece Cleaning Kit 
CLN-952 ... $49.97 (Buyer's Club $44.97) 

BSA® 8-32x40 
Mil-Dot Scope 
SCP-048 ... $99.97 

(Buyer's Club $89.97) 

Universal Quick 
Release Bipod 

BIPOD-105 ... $24.97 
(Buyer's Club $22.47) 

Mini-14 Beta Magazine 
Holds 100 rounds of .223 ammo 

MAG-389 .. . 5269.97 
(Buyer's Club $242.97) 

Ultimate Tactical Pads 
Elbow Pads:TAC-141 ..• $9.97 

(Buyer's Club $8,97) 
Knee Pads:TAC-144 ... $14.97 

(Buyer's Club $13.47) 

Ace Case® Belly Band Holster 
Large fits 40 to 48" waist 

ZAA-028 ... S14.97 (Buyer's Club $13.47) 

10mm, Model 20, 15 Rds. 
.40 S&W, Model 22, 15 Rds. MAG-241 
9mm, Model 17, 17 Rds. MAG-240 
.40 S&W, Model 22, 15 Rds. MAG·233 

22.97 
22.97 
17.97 

Cheaper Than Dirt! America 's Ultimate Shoot ing Sports Discounter 
specializes in fulfilling the needs of shooting enthusiasts. 

Mention Code 877-909 to receive the prices in this ad. 

Order Today at: 1-800-421-8047 
www.CheaperThanDirt.com 



BEARC 
Dont9t Look for 

"A buddy of mine who worked 
at Lockheed's Skunkworks first 
told me about Dupont®'s Teflon­
s® coating," Bob Ford, president 
of Rocky Mountain Arms told me 
as I examined various firearms 
in his Longmont, Colorado work­
shop. 

"They used it to coat the land­
ing gear on the U.S. military's 
high-flying, supersonic 'Black 
Bird' aircraft. We figured that if it 
held up to a temperature range 
from way below zero up to sever­
al hundred degrees it might make 
a good coating to protect guns. 
And we were right." 

Ford christened his Teflon®­
based coating Bear Coat®. 
Teflon® is a very versatile materi­
al; there are about a hundred dif­
ferent grades for various require­
ments including friction applica­
tion on industrial fasteners and 
chain saws, to rust and corrosion 
prevention on oil rigs, to 
machineable shapes. Teflon-S®, 
which Rocky Mountain Arms pur­
chases premixed from DuPont®, 
seals the metal that it coats. It 
bonds at the molecular level with 
the steel or alloy, requires no 
additional lubrication to mating 
surfaces such as slide rails, or 
barrels and bushings, and just 
needs to be wiped clean. Rocky 
Mountain Arms can apply Bear 
Coat® to firearms in various col­
ors including NATO green, navy 
gray, and Marine Corps coyote 
brown (tan). Black Bear Coat® 
comes in three finishes: flat, 
matte (a satin finish), and premi­
um (a somewhat shiny black sim­
ilar to a polished bluing). 
'fypically, the only metal parts of 
any pistol that are not treated 
with Bear Coat® are the bore of 
the barrel and the springs. 

Matte black has the best com­
bination of protection and 
lubricity. Highly trained, experi­
enced gunsmiths at RMA begin 
by completely disassembling the 
firearm. Each part is blasted with 
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tough! 
at9s Frying Pan 

a fine sand (another DuPont® 
product) to remove the existing 
finish, then any burrs on the 
parts are removed by hand. Steel 
parts are then parkerized, and 
aluminum alloy parts are 
anodized. This base layer gives 
the Bear Coat® something better 
than smooth, shiny metal to 
attach to. The parts are then 
heated to activate the thermal 
bonder (hardener) and the coat­
ing bonds at the molecular level 
with the steel or alloy. Due to its 
Harmonic Pliability-a result of 
the way the coating bonds into 
the metal-the finish doesn 't 
flake off as the steel expands 
and contracts with extreme 
changes in temperature. Once 
it's on, it stays on. 

But does it hold up? Mr. Ford 
told me about testing that one of 
the "big box" hunting stores did 
for an entire year in Alaska-a 
state renowned for harsh weath­
er conditions that can grow rust 
even on stainless steel in short 
order. Bear Coat® kept the guns 
in first-class condition. A similar 
field test was conducted in 
South Africa. Several rifles were 
loaned to a group of outfitters 
for a year. They held up so well 
in the heat and humidity that 
when it was time to send the 
rifles back, the outfitters insist­
ed on purchasing them. 

Bear Coat® is available in var­
ious jungle and desert camo pat­
terns to suit mission require­
ments. RMA also produces their 
own line of suppressors for Class 
III customers. 

Rocky Mountain Arms 
1813 Sunset Place, Unit D 
Longmont, Colorado, 80501 
800-375-0846 
303-678-8522 
visit them on the web at: 

www.bearcoat.com 
email: service@bearcoat.com 

John Higgs is a frequent contribu­
tor to Soldier of Fortune 
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ON POINT - On their consoles 
at the ''tip of freedom's spear," Bravo Crew, 49th Missile 

Defense Bn. (GMO), operates the Ground-based Midcourse 
Defense (GMO) portion of the Ballistic Missile Defense 
System. The system has been manned 24fl at Ft. Greely, 
Alaska, since achieving limited defensive capability, 
September 2004. Located at Fort Greely, Alaska. The battal­
ion comprises more than 200 full-time Alaska Army National 
Guard Soldiers, nearly 10% of the state's National Guard. 
Photo: Sgt. Jack W. Carlson, 49th Missile Defense Bn. 

Soldiers from the 42nd Infantry Division slow down for 
a flock of ducks while patrolling Mosul, Iraq. Photo: 

continued from page 10 

The poll briefly described the 
rationales for and against "suicide 
bombing and other forms of vio­
lence against civilian targets" and 
then asked, "Do you personally feel 
that this kind of violence is often 

Tactical Supply,,.c. 

GRIP POD 
VERTICAL FORE-GRIP 
WITH INSTANT BIPOD! 

CLOSED 

NSN: 1005-01-541-1772 

On GSA Contract GS-07F-0259N 

www.ustacticalsupply.com 
541-928-8645 

U.S. Tactical Supply, Inc. 
2786 Three Lakes Rd 
Albany, Oregon 97322 

SPC David J. Nunn 

justified to 
defend Islam, 
sometimes 

justified, rarely justified, or never 
justified?" 

Younger U.S. Muslims under the 
age of 30 were much more willing to 
accept homicide bombing in the 
defense of Islam than are their older 
counterparts, according to poll 
results. While 69% of Muslims under 
30 said homicide bombings are never 
justified, 2% indicated they are often 
justified, 13% said bombings are 
sometimes justified and 11 % said 
they are rarely justified. Only 9% of 
older U.S. Muslims said homicide 
attacks are at least rarely justified. 

Alternative Internet for 
Troops 

A recent DoD directive has taken 
effect, under which U.S. troops 
overseas lost access to several 
online links to family and friends. 
The DoD is blocking world-wide 
access to MySpace, Facebook, 
YouTube and 10 other popular 
video-sharing and social network­
ing sites on its computers and net­
works. According to the Pentagon, 
troops can no longer use the mili­
tary's computer systems to social­
ize via these sites - citing cost, 
security concerns and technologi­
cal limits, such as bandwidth, as 
key reasons. 

As a result, troops are creating 
their own websites and maintain­
ing them through non-DoD Inter­
net connections, such as those in 
Internet cafes overseas. One com­
pany, Web.com, is making it easy 

for troops to work within online 
regulations with easy-to-use and 
affordable website-creation tools. 

Web.corn's tools help military 
families to create and manage per­
sonal, multimedia websites, with 
the ability to add photo albums, 
blogs, etc. The company has built 
more than 4 million Web sites for a 
host of military personnel, con­
sumers and small businesses since 
1995, and already helped more 
than 150,000 individuals establish 
a secure (password-protected) 
online presence. In December 2006, 
the company gave away more than 
2,000 secure websites (free) to mili­
tary personnel to kick-off the holi­
day season. These secure sites offer 
a "virtually home" experience and 
a communication portal through 
which soldiers can stay in touch, 
view and post pictures and short 
videos and share daily experiences 
- with little or no technical skills. 

Sf)l .. l)JJ~ll 
f)I~ l~f)ll'l1IJ~I~ 

SEND A SUBSCRIPTION 
TO YOUR FAVORITE 

WARRIOR 
Visit sofmag.com 

or call 
800-999-9718 
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INNER CITY DEFENSE PENCIL 

' PORTABLE, CONCEALABLE 

UNNOTICABLE BUT EFFECTIVE 

PROTECTION FOR MEN &WOMEN 

' CONTAINS SPRING ACTIVATED 

TEMPERED CARBON STEEL ROD 

GROUND LIKE SYRINGE NEEDLE 

'ONE HANDED OPERATION 

' MADE FROM HIGH QUALITY 

BY MANY USA AGENCIES 

WITH MANY SENT 

TO OUR COMBAT 

TROOPS ABROAD 

' WILL SHIP TO 

MILITARY POST 

OFFICE (APO-FPO) 

FOR SAME DAY SHIPPING, 

ORDER TOLL FREE 2417 

BY PHONE: 1 (866) 780-0430 

EM AIL FOR MORE INFO TO : 

in fo@inne rcit y an dtravelsu rviv a l .com 

VISA, M C, AMEX, DISCOVER, OR CASH, 

CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 

INNER C1TY AND T RAVEL SuRVIVAL Co . 

P.O . Box 101 ss. BAINBRIDGE Is, WA 98110 

ONE PENCIL $34.95 + $4.95 S&H 

3 PENCILS $1 D4-8S POST PAID 

6 PENCILS $175.00 POST PAID 

12 PENCILS $300.00 POST PAID 

continued from page 50 

defunct communication equip­
ment, then get their shabby uni­
forms cleaned up. From the time I 
went back, that's what I did, 
commo, weapons, uniform and 
equipment inspections, and jump 
once a week with the Bn. 

Little Paradise. a Latin 
Dien Bien Phu 

"It was now 1985 and I was sent 
up to El Parisio (the Paradise) . 
Believe me it was anything but par­
adise, it was a little Latin Dien Bien 
Phu. It had been totally overrun 
three weeks before I got up there, 
when the guerillas had torn up the 
base. 

"A young SF captain, Ed Phillips, 
who had no idea why we were 
there was in charge. I was with 
Rene Cardenas, who was a retired 
SF Sergeant Major living in El 
Salvador as a translator. We went 
up and told Phillips what we were 
doing. He said we would have to 
get permission; he didn't want to 
have anything to do with us. 

A Mission With the 
"Slippery Slope· Team is 
Born 

"CoL Ochoa was commander of the 
4th brigade. Phillips called him and I 
laid down the plan-we were to train 
a unit as a direct action unit, which 
means you train them to go out and 
find guerillas and shoot them. 

Phillips then calls Col Steele, the 
MILGROUP CO, who said 

'Yes, you have the blessing of 
MILGROUP, and give Harry all assis­
tance' . 

"I was good to go, and that start­
ed my relationship with the 
Brigade Operational Planning and 
Assistance Training Team (OPATT)." 

OPATT, dubbed the "slippery 
slope", was the controversial U.S. 
Army Special Forces mission to El 
Salvador. Anti-war critics warned 
that the adviser group was deja vu, 
and would get us involved in 
another Viet Nam. 

While OPATT members got hung 
up in the political hullabaloo, Harry 
had no doubts-the El Salvadorans 
were fighting off the Commies, and 
they needed his help. 

NEXT: 
Harry trains a direct action unit. 

Dillon Leather by Mitch Rosen 
&a\\ ur \ng un NOW \~r ~ 

H\U s\i-muntb subscr\o\\nn 
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518-0l $15 
Aful l-length belt slide which offers all-day comfort and 

superior concealment for an outside-the-pants holster. 

Beretta 92 
Colt Government Model 
Colt Commander 
Colt Officers 
CZ-75 
Glock 17, 22, 31 
Glock 19, 23, 32 
Glock 26, 27, 33 
Glock 20, 21 
Makarov 
SIG P220, P226 
SIG P228, P229 
S&W 2" )-Frame Revolver 
S&W 4" K-Frame Revolver 
S&W 4" Lugged Barrel L-Frame Revolver 
S&W 4" Light Barrel N-Frame Revolver 
S&W 4" Lugged Barrel N-Frame Revolver 
S&W 5" Lugged Barrel N-Frame Revolver 
Springfield Armory X O 4" 
Ruger 2.25" SP-1 01 Revolver 

MBS-Ol 

0 93-18817 
093-18810 
093-1 881 1 
093-18812 
093-18823 
093-1881 3 
093-18814 
0 93-18815 
0 93-1881 6 
093-1881 9 
0 93-18818 
0 93-18827 
093-18820 
093-18821 
093-18822 
093-18824 
093-1 8826 
093-18894 
093-18825 
093-18828 

$50 
single magazine pouch w ith a snap-on/snap-off belt loop. 

1911 093-18847 
Beretta 093-18848 
Glock 17, 22, etc. 093-18849 
Glock 20, 21, etc. 093-18850 

To order, visit our website at www.reloader.com or call 800-223-4570 toll freel 
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GIVE US THE TOOLS ... 
One Example of How AmericanSnipers.Org 

Gets the Job Done 

Dear Mr. Sain: 
Hi, my name is TJ. I am a DM cur­

rently deployed to Iraq. We just got 
extended, so I will be spending 
another 6-7 months here in the 
suck! I am currently fielding an 
M14 but it could use some serious 
help. I have actually had to shelve 
it in the arms room due to the fact 
that my scope and stock were dam­
aged in a fall, and the unit won't 
replace it: I have been tasked to 
work at the bat-
talion level and 
they say my 
company needs 
to replace my 
gear (which is 
where it came 
from) but my 
company says I 
am tasked out to 
battalion so they ~ 
need to replace 
it. 'fypical army 
BS! I have since 
been using an 
M16 with a 20-inch barrel and 
open sights with an M203 
attached. I would really like to get 
the M14 up and gunning again. I 
can easily change out 
the stock and pretty 
much anything else as 
I have a decent knowl­
edge of basic gun­
smithing (working 
towards my degree) . If 
you can do anything to 
help I would be forever 
gra teful. There are a 
few other guys here 
who need various 
things for both M16/M4 
and a couple M24's. If 
you can help I will get a list of some 
th ings we could use. I hate asking 
for handouts but I believe in my 
mission and want to complete it to 
the best of my ability. Thanks in 
advance for all you do. God bless. 

Get me that list. BKS 
I checked with the guys and it 

isn't much that we need all around. 

Photos: DoD 

Our team leader said he could use 
a sunshade for his Leupold M3 
scope on his M24 and also any sort 
of medium ruck or rifleman's-type 
pack. If at all possible like I said I 
would love to get my M14 up and 
gunning, I could do so with some 
rings and a scope and I'm pretty 
sure I can work with the stock 
unless ya'll got those too. If that's 
not possible, a scope for my M16 
would also get me in the action, it 

has a flattop 
upper so it's 

to out­
fit. Other than that, some basic 
cleaning gear, surefire batteries, 
and maybe some extra scope rings. 
What ever you can send us I will 
either send back when we are done 
so you can get it to others or I will 
pass it on. 

Once we get home I will be leav­
ing active duty and joining the 
National Guard in hopes ofbecom-

68 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ~ SUPPORT THE TROOPS! 

ing a full-fledged sniper. I have 
learned a lot out here - and one 
thing is how to get the job done in 
way less than perfect conditions, 
with gear that's even worse! I 
appreciate what your group does 
for us and would definitely like to 
help out by doing some sort of 
fundraiser. One of my best friends 
and fellow snipers, Sgt. Leo Woods, 
was seriously wounded and para -
lyzed last August by an enemy 
sniper. He is now in a wheelchair. 
He is slowly regaining some move­

ment 
in his 
a r m 
and we 
a r e 
hoping 
at the 
very 
1 eas t 
he will 
be able 
t 0 

shoot again, if not ride his 
Harley. I promised him I would 
pick up where he left off and 
I'm doing my best. Thanks 

Edito r ' s 
note: This 
mission-ori­
ented, Git 'er 
Done trooper 

has 
he 

needs , 
thanks to 
the largesse 
f r o m 

Industry and from supporters from the 
public at large and the kind auspices of 
AmericanSnipers.org . We encourage 
readers to go to www.ameri­
cansnipers.org and see what they need, 
how they work, and how you can help. 
This is an all-volunteer group of pro­
fessionals : Every bit of help you can 
send in the form of gear or financial aid 
goes to the troops to help with their 
safety and their mission. 





LOW DRAli TAOIEAL BOOTS FROm LA POLIEE liEAR 

IDEDTIFY YOURSELF 

LA Police Gear introduces their new line of lightweight, low drag, extremely comfort­
able boots for the tactical operator. These boots feature a removable insole with shock­
absorbing cushions at both the heel and the ball of the foot to increase comfort and 
decrease foot strain. The octopus-grip sole provides traction in the most extreme con-
ditions. They are 100% non-metallic, making them security friendly. LA Police Gear's 

new boots are the lightest we have ever come across, weighing in at about 19 oz. 
With vents on both sides, and a perspiration-absorbing sole they will insure your 

feet stay dry and warm. Available in both Black and Desert. 
LA Police Gear, Dept. SOF 
26345 Avenue Stanford, Suite 213 
Valencia, CA 91355 
866-793-1911 
http://www.lapolicegear.com/ 

Having a permit to carry a concealed weapon is only half the protection many 
CCW holders need. 

There are now more than 4 million civilians legally licensed to carry a 
firearm. Any one of these well meaning citizens may be shot by a police officer 
who mistakenly thinks they are a criminal. This badge can aid in identification 
of the good guys. 

This police-quality, 2"x3", gold-plated badge comes with a free badge ID case 
and free shipping in USA for $39.00. 

This badge may save your life: 100% legal for permit holders. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. 

Maxsell Corp., Dept SOF 
6601 Lyons Rd. D-1 
Coconut Creek, FL 33073 
877-33-BADGE 
www.mm~sell.com 

PREm1um BARRELS FROm LODE WOLF DISTRIBUTORS 
Lone Wolf Distributors ' match-grade replacement barrels are manufactured using the highest-grade mill select 

416 stainless forgings . They are CNC machined and heat-treated, providing a lifetime of service with unparalleled 
accuracy at unbelievable prices. The standard groove-and-land rifling is an excellent choice for those who sh oot 
lead, plated or jacketed bullets. Can be used in factory-ported or stock pistols. 

Special features include an oversized lock-up area for greater shot-to-shot 
accuracy; tighter dimensions than the original; polished feed ramp with bore 
diamond-turned exterior; maximum chamber support, improved feed ramp 
design; match-grade, broach-cut rifling and target crown; may be used with 
lead, plated or jacketed bullets; lifetime warranty. These are no-gun­
smithing-required, drop-in barrels. 

Lone Wolf Distributors will replace any of their barrel accessories that are 
found to have manufacturing or material defects. (Customer modifications 
or the use of reloaded ammunition will void this warranty). 

Lone Wolf Distributors, Dept. SOF 
P.O. Box 3549 
Oldtown, ID 83822 
208-437-0612 
www.lonewolfdist.com 
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SOli S63 EDD POWERLOCH WITH U-CURER 
Only SOG brings compound leverage to EOD tasks, to crimp caps and det cord with less hand pressure, with bet­

ter feel and precision. SOG uniquely locates the crimper within the handle - not in the plier jaw like other 
designs - for even more leverage. This minimizes incidental damage to the crimper and allows 
operators uninterrupted plier use. Additionally, there are no weak points in the plier head from 
cutaways that hold the base of the cap, which can cause plier breakage. This precision crimper 
produces non-flaring, high-pull-out strength crimps to government fuse-well specifications. It is 
GSA approved. 

Another new feature is the addition of the V-Cutter, to cut seat belts, paracord, 
:~~=:=;::;;fishing line, cable sheathing, etc. The usual full complement of tools comes as pic­

tured: Since it's a SOG, they all work as designed and are built for service. 
SOG Tools and Blades 
6521 212th St. N.W, Dept. SOF 
Lynnwood, WA 98036 
Phone: 888-40-knife; FAX: 425-771-7689 
www.sogknives.com 

BUCH 882 SIT POLICE UTILITY HDIFE 
A new, top quality folding knife designed from law-enforcement specs by Steve Tarani and 

Strider Knives in collaboration with Buck, this tactical/survival, military, rescue and 
law-enforcement tool is a rugged lockback featuring a partially serrated, 3-1/2" 
154CM stainless blade with an extra stout, reinforced tip. It opens two-hand­
ed via Positive Deployment Texturing™, or one-handed via thumb stud or 
cutout. Textured G10 scales have quad-hold configuration with extra knurl­
ing and a lanyard hole, are designed for uniform-fabric protection. The SBT 
has a reversible stainless steel pocket clip, weighs a scant 5.4oz; measures 8-
1/4" overall, 4-5/8" closed. 

This designed-by-cops-for-cops knife is a practical tool down to the last detail, and 
is backed by Buck's "4-Ever" warranty- and 105 years in the cutlery profession. 

Buck Knives, Dept. SOF 
660 S. Lochsa Street 
Post Falls, ID 83854-5200 
800-326-2825; FAX: 208-262-0555; Local/International 208-262-0500 
www.buckknives.com 

LASER DEVICES' ELEORODIC DOUBLE-TAP SWITCH 
Laser Devices, Inc. Announces a new Electronic Double-Tap Switch 

(EDTS) for the Popular OPERATOR OP-6 Line of Tactical Lights. 
Laser Devices' most versatile tactical light, the OPERATOR OP-6, now 

offers users even more options with a new 
.. Electronic Double Tap Switch (EDTS) End 

EV!'llc~Ei!!ls- Cap. The EDTS is supplied with a remote 
!!!!J f I ~!!!!J 'IJ cable port and a local activation switch. 

l«~ EDTS provides the following functions: 
Momentary: Press and release the remote or local activation switch to operate 

in a traditional momentary mode. 
Continuous ON: Double tap the remote or local switch to operate continuously at full brightness. 

Instantly switch back to momentary by pressing either switch. 
Dimmer Mode: Press the remote or local switch three times and hold to decrease the brightness for map reading 

or situations where full brightness would be a disadvantage. The light will operate at reduced brightness until 
either switch is double-tapped, which instantly returns the light to full brightness. 

Positive OFF: Tum the EDTS 1/2 turn counter-clockwise to enable a positive OFF mode and prevent inadvertent 
activation. 

EDTS works with OP-6 incandescent or LED lights and is interchangeable with any existing OP-6 end cap. EDTS 
can be purchased separately or prepackaged with the OP-6 light. 

Laser Devices, Dept. SOF 
2 Harris Court, Suite A-4 
Monterey, CA 93940 
831-373-0701 
800-235-2161 
www.laserdevices.com 
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2007 Holiday Gift List Order Form 

D Please renew my subscription 

SUPPORT DUR TRDIJPB! 
First gift is only $32.95 
All additional gifts are only $29.95 each 
You save 50% off cover price! 
Canadian subscriptions are $49.95 each 
Other foreign subscriptions are $99 

Please s~nd one-year (12 issues) gift s~bscriptions to: I I , 
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Name (please print) 

Address 
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mvr? 
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AmericanSnipers.org Receives 
Carlos N. Hathcock II Award 

NOIA Recognizes 

Professionals 

Helping Professionals 

Every year for almost a decade, at the 
NDIA's annual meeting the Carlos N. 
Hathcock II Award has been presented for 
outstanding contributions to the U.S. 
Military's Sniper Programs. The most famous 
U.S. Sniper of the Vietnam War, the late 
Gunnery Sergeant Carlos N. Hathcock, II, 
USMC, made enormous contributions, not 
only in combat, but also in training U.S. mili­
tary and police snipers after his military serv­
ice and until his untimely passing. 

This year this prestigious award was pre­
sented to AmericanSnipers.org at the NDIA's 
annual meeting in Virginia. Dedicated to pro-

NOIA staff and members of the American Sniper Association pose 
at the presentation of the 2007 Carlos Hathcock Award. From left, 
Brian Berger, Chairman, Small Arms Section, NOIA; Lt. Dave 
Jossart, Brown County, Wisc., Sheriff Dept. (ret); Dep. Douglas 
Bourdo, Kenosha County, Wisc., Sheriff Dept.; Maj. Gen. Barry 
Bates, USA (ret.), V.P. of NOIA; Det. Brian Sain, Port Arthur, Texas, 
P.O.; Cpl. David Agata, Coral Springs, Fla., P.D.; Ofer. Mark Ratzlaff, 
Janesville, Wisc., P.O.; Mr. Russ Logan, Senior V.P. Militec, Inc., and 
Hathcock Award author. Photo: Robert Bruce 

viding the U.S. Military Sniper with the best equipment 
possible, AmericanSnipers.org is a non-profit organiza­
tion whose staff donates 100% of their ti¥J.e soliciting 
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Text and Photos by Gary Paul Johnston 

Bill Ruger is reported to have 
once said that if the Mini-14 had 
been developed a year earlier the 
U.S. Military would have adopted it 
instead of the M16. How likely that 
outcome would have been is a mat­
ter of conjecture, but let's review 
some history. 

As a replacement for the .308-
caliber M14 rifle, General Willard G. 
Wyman, CG of the U.S. Continental 
Army Command [CONARC]) had 
been looking specifically for a rifle 
similar to the M1 
Carbine in size and 
weight, but firing a 
Small Caliber High 
Velocity (SCHV) car­
tridge, such as the 
experimental .224 
Winchester, which was 
almost identical to the 
.223. After such a pro­
totype made by Eugene 
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Stoner failed, the General reluc­
tantly agreed to Armalite's down­
sizing the .308 caliber AR-10 to cre­
ate the AR-15 and the .223 
Remington cartridge. When the 
Ruger Mini-14 came along it 
amounted to a 3/4 size M14 firing 
the same .223 round. 

Actually, the Mini-14 is simpler 
in operation than the M14, as it 
uses a fixed gas piston (or spigot) 
with what amounts to a cylinder 
housed in the end of the operating 

rod. Whether you want to call the 
rifle's operation a long stroke gas 
cylinder or gas piston, it is definite­
ly of long stroke. The point is that 
the two rifles otherwise operate 
almost identically, use almost the 
same controls, and even disassem­
ble in the same manner. 

Although the Mini-14 was not 
adopted by the U.S. Military, the 
rifle was used by a number of for­
eign militaries, as well as hundreds 
of U.S. law-enforcement agencies, 

and for all the obvious 

~ .... -~-.· reasons: It was light, 
handy and extremely 
user friendly - and it 
fired the .223 
Remington cart ridge 
that h ad, by then been 
designated as the 
5.56x45mm NATO. 

However, where law 
enforcement was con-



new Combat 
With its SCAR-CQB 

Stock, the Ruger Mini-14 takes on 
RifleScope is revolutionary in its 
range finding system. It is mounted on the 
MOA Solution rail. new meaning as a tactical patrol rifle. Earlier 

versions of the Mini-14 found great favor in law enforce­
ment circles, and with newly available accessories and 
enhanced accuracy it is even more practical than ever. 

kept it a popular 
rifle for both 
hunting and law 

doesn't slip around on your shoul­
der. Available in blue or stainless 
steel, the MOA Mini-14 is also cemed, there were no constraints 

limiting the ammunition used to full 
metal jacketed (FMJ) bullets, the 
major weakness of the 5.56mm. Not 
only are such bullets relatively inef­
fective against assailants, but they 
also tend to over-penetrate, posing a 
threat to others. Law enforcement, 
however, may select from the many 
expanding bullets on the commer­
cial market, just as they do with 
issue sidearms. 

In spite of the Mini-14's gener­
al military-like design, it came 
with sporting sights and a stock, 
which while comfortable 
enough, was equipped with a 
curved plastic butt plate pat­
terned after that used on 19th 
Century lever-action carbines. 
Although Ruger had offered a 
more military-like version of the 
Mini-14, it soon stopped making 
it available to the public, along 
with high-capacity magazines, 
offering the rifle with only a 5-
round magazine. Since the Mini-
14 does not use standard AR-15 
magazines this gave rise to a 
number of aftermarket high­
capacity magazines for the 
Mini-14 that hold from 10 to 30 
rounds. 

Tbc MOA 
Mini•t4 

Although never known for 
match accuracy, the Mini-14's 
reliability and ease of operation 

enforcement. Now, for 2007, Ruger 
introduced a new version of the 
Mini-14 called the MOA Mini-14. 
Standing for minute of angle, the 
letters MOA speak of a new degree 
of accuracy, and more. In addition 
to producing groups half the size 
that earlier Mini-14's were capable 
of, the new rifle has improved, mil­
itary-style protected sights and a 
modern rubber butt plate that 

offered in a special heavy-barrel 
match version. 

I recently obtained a standard 
blued-steel MOA Mini-14 for evalu-
ation and found it to be a marked 
improvement over previous mod­
els. Not only is the new rifle much 
more accurate, but its military style 
sights are also appreciated. I was so 
impressed with the new Mini-14 
that I decided to take it "tactical." 

@ 
WILSmn 
TACTICAL 

' 

COP TOOL Retail - $99.99 
LE, Military, EMT, Fire - $89.99 

Wilson Tadical's COP Tool was created to be 
MORE than just a knife. 

»Full Tang Construction 
» Chisel Tip for Prying/Scraping 
»Thumb Divots for Secure Grip 
» Seat Belt Cutter 
» Single Finger Groove 
» Exposed Tang for Glass Breaking/Pounding 
» Serrated Cutting Edge 
» Kydex Sheath Designed to be Carried Between 

Inner Belt and Duty Belt 
»Includes a Lanyard 
» Scary Sharp Cutting Edge 
»Made in USA 

_ ~ Order Online at 
V wilsontactical.com. 

3989 Hwy. 62 West, Ste. 3 I Berryville, AR 72616 
PH: 870.423.3319 I sales@wilsontadical.com 
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While there are several 
excellent synthetic tactical -
style stocks available, such as 
those from Choate Machine & 

Tool and Hogue, I was anxious 
to try my expertise on the 
brand-new SCAR-CQB Stock 
from Clyde Armory, of Bogart, 
Georgia. Made of 6061/T6 air­
craft alloy, this stock is essen-

tially SAGE Intemational's M14 Here the Aimpoint Comp M3 is mounted on the 
EBR stock downsized especial- SCAR CQB's handguard with the UniMax Laser in 

Once the Mini-14 is secured 
into the SCAR-CQB Stock, the 
barrel does not contact the 
stock in any way and the hand­
guard is then reinstalled by 
replacing the machine screws 
that hold it onto the alloy stock. 
Once these screws are properly 
tightened, the handguard 
becomes an integral part of the 
stock - but it also does not 
touch the barrel, leaving it free 
floating. Blue LocTite is recom­ly for the Mini-14, and is made front. 

by SAGE exclusively for Clyde 
Armory. The SCAR-CQB Stock is CNC 
machined to fit late and current 
Ruger Mini-14 rifles to perfection, 
and assembly is fairly simple. 

After making sure the Mini-14 
was unloaded and the magazine 
removed, I left it cocked and 
unlocked the trigger group by 
pulling the rear of the trigger guard 
down and forward to unlock it from 
the receiver. Then I removed the 
trigger group and then the barreled 
action from its factory stock and 
pulled the issue handguard off the 

barrel. The alloy handguard of the 
SCAR-CQB Stock is removed by 
unscrewing the machine screws 
that secure it to the metal stock. 
The stainless-steel liner may or 
may not have to be removed from 
the SCAR-CQB Stock by first un-
screwing the retaining screw (mine 
did). The Mini-14 action is then 
assembled into the SCAR-CQB 
Stock in the normal manner, by 
closing the trigger guard to lock it 
in place, and this will probably be a 
tighter fit than when assembled 
into the factory Ruger stock. 
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mended for use on these screws. 
Operating the slide and inserting 
and releasing an empty magazine 
should verify that everything is 
assembled properly. 

The SCAR-CQB Stock comes with 
an ERGO Grip from Falcon 
Industries and an M4 style butt­
stock adjustable for length of pull. 
In addition to a bolt-on polymer 
handguard, the forend and hand­
guard provide four M1913 rails in 
order to mount a variety of lights, 
lasers, bipods and other acces­
sories, and multiple sling-mounts 



are also standard equip­
ment. I equipped the stock 
with a three-point sling 
from I.B.D. Products. 

Dots and 10-inch ranging 
circles (head size) out to 500 
yards, with hold-over aim­
ing dots, horizontal lead 
lines and an 11-position 
illuminated reticle. 

Since the Mini-14 accepts 
Ruger rings, a conventional 
scope can be mounted here, 
but M1913 rails that mount 
directly to the rifle's integral 
bases are also offered by 
Burris and Warne. While I 
was unable to obtain either 
of these in time for this 

Eotech's Model 553 sight is equally at home on the 
SCAR-COB Stock. The stock comes with an ERGO pis­
tol grip from Falcon Industries. 

Although I mounted the 
CRS on the MOA Solution 
rail, using only the rail on 
the handguard, I also 
mounted optics from 
Aimpoint and Eotech, and 

review, these mounts should be 
available as you read this. Instead, I 
rigged a MOA Solution M1913 to the 
top rail of the hand guard. Available 
from Mounting Solutions Plus, the 
MOA Solution locks rigidly to any 
M1913 rail to extend mounting posi­
tions and eye relief to accommodate 
virtually any optic. A variety of 
optics were tested on the SCAR-CQB 
Stock, including the Aim point Comp 
M3, Eotech 553, Trijicon 4x32mm 
ACOG and a new scope: 

Tito Comlt•t Rifle Scope 

On the MOA Solution rail I 
mounted optics from Leupold, 
Trijicon and the new 30mm Combat 
RifleScope (CRS) from GRSC, of Cali­
fornia. Equipped with a fast and 
simple range-estimating system 
and an illuminated reticle, this 
scope is calibrated for M855 62 
grain FMJ ammunition fired from 
an M4 carbine, but the Mini-14's 18-
inch barrel will also provide similar 
trajectory. 

With its M4-62 [grain] reticle, the 
CRS has a 4 MOA horseshoe-shaped 
reticle with a 2 MOA window, six Mil-

found this system to work 
to perfection, as did Trijicon's 
4x32mm ACOG, now standard issue 
with the USMC. Other long-eye­
relief optics would work equally well 
here. 

Lasers such as the 551VL from 
Insight Technology and the new 
Uni-Max Laser from LaserMax were 
also mounted to top and side rails 
of the SCAR-CQB Stock, where they 
worked perfectly. Weighing only a 
fraction of an ounce, the tiny 
UniMax fits any 1913 style rail, has 
an ambidextrous on/off switch and 
emits a powerful pulsing laser dot 

Buy 
Ba cit 
Issus! 

'QI 
~ 

~/ '~ 
Call 800-999-9718 

or log on to 
www.sofmag.com 
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The MOA Mini-14's new rear sight (left) retains a military look and the peep aperture is adjustable for W/E. The new 
Mini-14 front sight is protected by two ears like that of the M14 rifle. The real news, however, is greatly improved accu­
racy due to now using hammer-forged barrels. 

out to about 300 yards. 
To provide a vertical foregrip and a 

bipod, I mounted a GripPod from 
Mounting Solutions Plus to the bot­
tom rail of the stock. The stock was 
evaluated with GripPod's brand new 
rail that mounts rigidly to the GripPod. 

To this new GripPod rail I mounted 
a Surefire G2 light using a 1-inch 
ring mount from VLTOR. Mounting at 
the 5 o'clock position, this system 
eliminates the need for any remote 
pressure switches with wires to 
snag. Instead, it positions the light to 

allow the support thumb to activate 
an end-cap pressure switch. What's 
more, the GripPod instantly becomes 
a bipod when needed. 

Adding about a pound to the 
weight of the standard Mini-14, the 
SCAR-CQB Stock offers a nearly end­
less number of options. With high­
capacity 30-round magazines avail­
able from several sources, the Mini-
14 becomes a serious competitor as a 
user-friendly tactical rifle in .223 
Remington caliber. As such it may 
find great appeal among law 

enforcement officers as a patrol car­
bine for all seasons. The many for­
eign military entities that issue the 
Mini-14 may also find this stock a 
valuable upgrade to its existing rifles. 

Tri11cr Time 

While we found an improvement 
in accuracy with the SCAR-CQB Stock 
over the same MOA Mini-14 in its 
standard stock, the results were hair­
splitting as opposed to hair-raising. 
Using a scope and match-quality .223 
ammunition, the sample Mini-14 
produced 5-shot groups of 1.5- to 2 
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Here the Leopold MR/T scope is mounted on the MOA Solution rail behind 
the UniMax Laser sight. 

inches at 100 yards. Accuracy aside, 
the ergonomics and wide range of 
custom options make the SCAR-CQB 
Stock worth a serious look. As adver­
tised, accuracy from the new Mini-14 
proved to be a major improvement 
over its predecessors and no mal­
functions were experienced. 

If you're looking for a user­
friendly, accurate and reliable car­
bine, don't overlook the new Ruger 
MOA Mini-14. For information, con­
tact Sturm, Ruger & Co., Inc., 1 Lacy 
Place, Dept. SOF, Southport, CT 
06890; phone: 203-259-7843 (www. 
ruger-firearms.com). If you want to 
equip your Mini-14 with a totally 
rail-friendly stock, contact Clyde 
Armory, 165 Ben Burton Rd., Ste. D, 
Dept. SOF, Bogart, GA 30622; phone: 
706-549-1842 (www.dydearmory.com). 

Contacts: 

Aimpoint Inc. 
14103 Mariah Ct., Dept. SOF 
Chantilly, VA 20151 
877-246-7646 
www.aimpoint.com 

Burris Company, Inc. 
331 E. 8th St., Dept. SOF 
Greeley, CO 80631 
970-356-1670 
www.burris.com 

Choate Machine & Tool Co. 
116 Lovers Lane, Dept. SOF 
Bald Knob, AR 72010 

800-972-6390 
www.riflestock.com 

Eotech Falcon Ind. 
P.O. Box 1690, Dept. SOF 
Edgewood, NM 87015 
877-281-3783 
www.ergogrips.net 

GRSC 
P.O. Box 1246, Dept. SOF 
Yucaipa, CA 92399 
951-845-9838 
www.grsc.com 

Hogue, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1138, Dept. SOF 
Paso Robles, CA 93447 
800-438-4747 
www.getgrip.com 

I.B.D. Products 
1090 W. Edmondson Ave., Dept. SOF 
Morgan Hill, CA 95037 
408-779-5534 
www.slingsystem.com 

Insight Technology, Inc. 
9 Akira Way, Dept. SOF 
Londonderry, NH 03053 
877-7 44-4802 
www.insighttechnology.com 

Leupold & Stevens, Inc. 
14400 NW Greenbriar Pkwy. , Dept. SOF 
Beaverton, OR 97006 
503-646-9171 
www.leupold.com 

UpLUL4 
Universal Pistol Magazine Loader 

Load them all: 
- Beretta 
- Browning 
-Colt 
-CZ 
-FN 
- Glock 
- HK 
- Kimber 
- Para Ordnan 

Cl 
c: 
u 

- Ruger c: 

- Sig I Sauer 
Q) 
a. 
UJ - S&W 

- Springfield A o 
'E 
2 
"' a. - STI Int. 

- Taurus 
-Walter 

Q) 
-0 

and many mar . ~ 
~ 

"The UpLUL 4. is the best Glock gadget I've 
seen in years. With only a.few m1n11 tes p ractice 
I was able to load an J 8 round G J 7 maga:::ine in 
record time." Scotr Greenbaum, Glock.F.-JQ.com 
FL, Jan. 3, 200'; 

" .. . guys at the range 1rho liked the UpLUL-l 
so much they were literally stand111g in l111e to 
use if. Eight of the shooters loaded 2000 rounds 
each and couldn't keep their hands off it. " 
A ndrew Schwart:::, Shoote1; FL. Jan. 22. 200-

LULA® 
Magazine Loader & Unloader 

M16 I AR15 5.56 (.223) 
pin 24215 

K47 I Galil 7.62 15.56 
pi n 242 16 

M1A/ M14 .308 
pi n 24220 

FN FAL .308 
pi n 24221 

COLT SMG 9mm 
oln 24218 

MP59mm~;; pi n 24217 _. 10 
:-..... ci 

UZI 9mm a; 
pin 24219 o ll i 

,..., (/) 

maglula Ltd. ::i 

Watch video clips and :!'! 
read testimonials at ~ 

www.maglula.com g> 
Distributed unde~l:(91 3) 752-3400 i 

---- @ 
Tools for Professionals ! 
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IVl21J:iHl~IP THE FORWARD HANDGRIP 
FOR THE M203 
IS NOW AVAILABLE! 

MANUFACTURED BY: 

®Bl~!I 
Tel: 305-470-2000 
Fax: 305-470-2008 
info@m203grip.com 
www.m203grip .com 

40mm operators now have all the advantages 
of the Forward HandGrip so popular on the 
M16 and M4 rifles. 
Instantly attaches to any M203 grenade launcher. 
No tools or modifications required. 

Fits the M203, M203PI and M203Al launchers 
with long or short barrels. 
Provides a rock-solid grip and detaches instantly. 
Optional flashlight accessory available. 
Lightweight and rugged , the M203grip is 
available with a handle that features a 
waterproof battery compartment that holds 
(2) AA or (3) N or (2) type-123 3-volt batteries. 
This product 1s protected by one or more patents. issued and/or pending, in the U.S. and warldwide. 

Buy Baclt Issues 
of SOF 

Call 800-999-9718 

or log on to 
www.sofmag.com 
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Mounting Solutions Plus 
10655 SW 185 Terrace, Dept. SOF 
Miami, FL 33157 
800-428-9394 
www.mountsplus.com 

Surefire LLC 
18300 Mt. Baldy Cir., Dept. SOF 
Fountain Valley, CA 92708 
800-828-8809 
www.surefire.com 

Trijicon, Inc. 
P.O. Box 930059, Dept. SOF 
Wixom, MI 48393 
800-338-0563 
www.trijicon.com 

Warne Mfg. Co. 
9057 Southeast Jannsen Rd., Dept. SOF 
Clackamas, OR 97015 
800-683-5590 
www.warnescopemounts.com 

WARNING AND DISCLAIMER: 
Any content in this publica­
tion, including technical data, 
reports of any activities, infor­
mation, events and circum ­
stances under controlled situa­
tions and under supervised 
control have not been tested 
nor approved nor were under 
the control of Soldier of 
Fortune Magazine. Reports are 
transmitted from independent 
sources to which SOF has no 
supervision nor control. The 
data is transmitted for report­
ing event s by the author. 
Soldier of Fortune Magazine, 
its agents, officers, consultants 
nor any other individual or 
entity reject any and all 
responsibility for any reporting 
in this publication. Any reports 
in this publication do not pro­
vide detail for comprehensive 
safety tech niques, trainin g 
techniques, training precau­
tions that are absolutely essen­
tial for any covered or similar 
activity. Tile reader MUST not 
attempt any reported activity, 
techmque or use of equipment 
based upon any reports m this 
publication. Comprehensive 
training, guidance and super­
vision is always necessary 
when engaging m any activity 
of which any report in this 
publication mentions or gives 
any reference to. 



T.H.E.™ Pack Frame 
Distributes pack weight between shoulders, 
back and hips for a more comfortable carry 
with extreme loads. ~ 

• Durable New! 
• Comfortable 

Ready-Fire MODE 
Buttstock Ammunition 
Pouch With Top-Mount 
For Sling 

Shotgun Model: 

• Versatile 
• Fits Spec.-Ops."' Brand 

T.H.E .™ Pack 

• Wide-spaced loops designed for use while wearing gloves 
• Mounts to Shotgun 
• Positions ammunition on weapon for instant access 
• Securely hold up to 8 rounds of 12 gauge ammo 
• Fits shell lengths up to 3 1/2" 

Other models available to fit: AR-15, M-16, Mini-14, AR-10, 
SR-25, M14/M1A1, and AK Types 

SPJ~C:.- (JPSI 
Toll-Free 1-866-SPEC-OPS 

To Locate A Dealer Near You: 

www.specopsbrand.com 
Available Worldwide at IMFES~= I 

If You Have A Bolt Action Rifle, Lever Action 
Rifle, AR Style Rifle, Pump or Auto Shotgun, 
UNIVERSAL MAMBA™ Will Fit Them All! 

COMBAT PROVEN €!> 
For Rifles & Shotguns New! 

With New 
BATTLE-BUCKLE™ -J 

Hardware 

• High performance 
• Fast & accurate tar e ing 
• Ambidextrous J 
• One size fits all 
• Dual quick-release 
• Quiet and depen&able 

Better BOU Belt NS WithNew ~ 
BATTLE-BUCKLE™ 

Non-Magnetic construction allows you to keep 
your belt on even when passing through airport 
security or secured entry into public buildings. 

• Load-bearing capacity 
• Quieter and stronger than " issue" belts 
• Available width: 1-1/2" and 1-3/4" 
• Six colors approved for the USMC 

Martial Arts Program 

GUARANTEED FOR LIFE 
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Hitting the Jackpot 
in the War on Terror 
CAMP BAUTISTA, Philippines -

It was one of the largest payouts 
ever in the State Department's Re­
wards for Justice program: $10 mil­
lion to a handful of brave Filipinos 
who had the fortitude to stand up 
to terror. On Thursday, four of them 
courageously appeared at the near­
by district governor's office with 
U.S. Ambassador Kristie A. Kenney 
and Gen. Hermogenes Esperon, 
chief of staff of the Philippine 
Armed Forces, to collect their share 
of the reward. The brief public cer­
emony may well mark the begin­
ning of the end for the notorious 
Abu Sayyaf Group {ASG), a radical 
Islamic terror organization affiliat­
ed with Al Qaeda and responsible 
for kidnapping and killing scores of 
Americans anq Filipinos. 

Information provided by the 
reward recipients - whose identi­
t ies were kept secret to prevent 
reprisals - resulted in successful 
military operations by the Philip­
pine military, in which two notori­
ous ASG kingpins - Khadaffy 
Janjalani and Abu Solaiman -
were killed. Thro years ago, when 
our FOX News "War Stories" team 
was last in the Philippines, it was 
unthinkable that private citizens 
on this Muslim majority island 
would aid the Manila government 
in tracking down radical Islamic 
terrorists . But that was then and 
this is now - and a lot has 
changed in those 24 months. 

The Rewards for Justice cash 
handed to four brave Filipinos is only 
part of the story. In fact, the rewards 
program dates back to the 1980s, 
when Ronald Reagan was president. 
But critics of paying rewards for 
information leading to the death or 
capture of terrorists have claimed 
that with Islamic extremism, tribal 
an d religious loyalties trump the 
desire for financial gain. That may be 
true in some places, but it's not the 
case now in the Philippines. 

What changed here aren't the 
motives or methods of the terror­
ists. The ASG and Jemaah Islamiyah 
- an organization that originated in 
nearby Indonesia - are both still 
committed to the tenets of radical 
Islam, to jihad and autonomous 
states governed by Sharia law. Their 
adherents take the lives of"infidels" 
with the same brutal violence as the 
followers of Osama bin Laden. Just 
three weeks ago, seven construction 
workers were kidnapped and 
beheaded. A good number of the 
terrorists here trained in Afghanis­
tan back in the 1990s. 

What has been altered is the 
approach being taken by both the 
Philippine and U.S. governments. 
Decisions in Washington and 
Manila - to wage this fight not sim­
ply as a military campaign against 
terrorists, but primarily as a battle 
for the hearts and minds of the peo­
ple - are paying big dividends. As 
one Philippine officer put it: "Today 
we are making a difference in the 
lives of the people. It has taken 
time, but now they know they can 
trust us . That's why they cooperate 
with us against the terrorists." 

When I asked Maj . Gen. Ruben 
Rafael, the commander of Joint 
Task Force Comet and the senior 
military officer in this remote part 
of the Philippine archipelago, for 
the secret to this success, he 
replied, "Patience, persistence and 
perseverance. Last Christmas none 
of my soldiers, sailors, airmen or 
Marines took leave because we 
needed to keep the pressure on the 
terrorists. It was hard on the 
troops, but it proved to the people 
we were here to protect them and 
that we are here to stay." 

U.S. Army Col. David Maxwell, 
who commands Joint Special 
Operations Task Force Philippines, 
fully supports that sentiment- for 
the Filipinos. But of the Americans 
under his command, he says: 
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"We're here on a temporary basis to 
help them put us out of work." Then 
the veteran Special Forces officer 
quickly added, "But none of us want 
to leave before the job is done." 

The "job" for less than 160 U.S. 
Special Operations personnel here 
at what they call "Advanced 
Operating Base 150" is to "advise 
and assist" the Filipinos in their 
fight against the ASG. For these 
Americans from the most elite units 
in the U.S. military - who are used 
to doing the fighting themselves -
this is a very tough mission. 

The U.S. troops here live and 
work side-by-side with their 
Filipino counterparts in what they 
call an "austere environment." 
That's putting it mildly. This close 
to the equator, it is incredibly hot 
and humid. Among the 620,000 
people who reside on this 345-
square mile island are known and 
wanted terrorists . Yet, in the 
process of helping Gen. Rafael's 
troops hunt down killers , the 
Americans are building schools, 
holding medical, dental and veteri­
nary clinics, paving roads and help­
ing police solve crimes. 

Maj. Matt Whitehead, the com­
manding officer of AOB 150, put it 
best when he described events like 
this week's Rewards for Justice pay­
out: ''.All of us here, from the State 
and Justice Departments, the Agency 
for International Development and 
our troops work through, by, and 
with our Filipino counterparts. These 
successes make it all worthwhile." 

Oliver North is the host of "War 
Stories" on the FOX News Channel. To 
find out more about Oliver North, and 
read features by other Creators 
Syndicate writers and cartoonists, visit 
the Creators Syndicate Web page at 
www.creators.com. 
Copyright 2007 Creators Syndicate Inc. 
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When 5 Rounds in a 2-lnch Snobby 
Aren1 t Enough .•. 

Get 9 Rounds in a Carry 9 

Only the 
Para 
Carry 9 
Gives You: 

• 9 rounds of 9mm 
Firepower in your hand. 

• At 24 ounces, it is lighter & 
shorter than most 5-shot revolvers. 

• High visibility 3 white-dot sights: 
Under stress you need to see your sights to hit the target. 

• The PXT™ Power Extractor for absolute, positive, reliability. 

• Para' s Carry Safe® light double-action (LDA) trigger: Hammer down 
safety with a sweet trigger pull every shot. 

• Match grade barrel: Even in a 3-inch pistol you need winning accuracy. 

e Customers say: "best service of any handgun company" for your lifetime. 

• A second magazine that lets you reload faster and with more rounds. 

Para 
U~&,. 

For a Para Catalog, Send $2 to: 
Para USA, Inc. 

1919 N.E. 45th Street 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33308 

Call (416) 297-7855 

www.para-lda.com/conceal 
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